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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The first edition of this book was sold out within ten years of
its publication. For the last ten years it has been out of print,
and in great demand. But on account of the author’s pre-
occupations the present edition has been considerably delayed.
In this edition the work has been revised thoroughly, several
mistakes of the first edition have been corrected and the spell-
ings of place names modernised. In spite of a quest, very little
fresh material, namely, Yadgar-e-Bahaduri, a rare Persian MS and
the later fifteen volumes of the S. P. D., could be discovered,
and, therefore, in this edition the work is practically the same as
it was in the first edition. It is hoped that Shuja-ud-daulah Vol. I
will be found useful in its new garb.

Agra,

Aug. 15, 1961. Ashirbadi Lal Srivastava



PREFACE

This volume, being the second of the series that | began ten
years ago, covers eleven eventful years (1754-1765) of our
country’s histpry and besides narrating the first half of the life-
story of Shuja-ud-daulah describes in detail the circumstances
that paved the way for the British expansion over the Mughal
provinces of Allahabad and Awadh. To the hero (Shuja-ud-
daulah) belongs the credit of being the first patriotic Indian
prince to throw a bold and open challenge to the English in
Bengal, commanding them to revert to their original profession
of trade, and to take up a vigorous offensive to drive them out
of the land. The consequent struggle culminating in his over-
throw and submission, though not without many a brave and
desperate stand, and the causes leading to them are among the
prominent topics discussed here for the first time on the basis
of contemporary sources. The importance of a critical study
of this transitional period and the causes of our ignorance,
backwardness and political discord, so cleverly taken advantage
of by the British traders, can hardly be over-emphasised.

The sources for a history of Shuja-ud-daulah and his times,
specially from the commencement of his relations with the
English East India Company, are copious and diverse and
found mainly in Persian and Marathi, English and French,
besides Urdu and Hindi. Thanks to the party politics of
W. Hastings’ time, every act of Shuja-ud-daulah’s administra-
tion and every bit of information about his character (dragged
to light by his political opponents) is at the disposal of the
historian. It has been my endeavour to collect all this copious
material from the Persian MS libraries, from the Imperial
Records Department of India and from printed documents and
chronicles in English, Marathi and French.

I have tried to avoid unnecessary discussion and dissertation
which take away half the joy of reading history, and have
condensed thousands of pages of matter in this small volume.
It is needless for me to add that nationalistic bias, and fear or
favour of any individual, institution or Government have not
deflected me from my chosen path of impartiality in judging
and narrating historical events. It is, however, for my readers
to judge whether this is a mere boast. | am painfully aware
of some of the imperfections of this work, including inconsis-
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tcncy in the spelling of some of the proper names and printing
errors, and for these | crave the indulgence of the reader.

I am thankful to the authorities of the MS libraries in
Northern India and the Government of India for permitting
me (1935-36) to inspect and make use of their records. | can-
not place this book before the public without acknowledging
the heavy debt | owe to my revered grand-guru Sir Jadunath
Sarkar. While my Alma Mater (the Lucknow University) has
so far done absolutely nothing to encourage research in Awadh
history, Sir Jadunath’s patronage of it has been continuous and
plentiful. He again took me in his house at Darjiling (May
1934), as a member of his family, placed all his Persian MSS
and books of reference at my disposal and promptly gave me
his valuable advice and help whenever they were sought. He
has very kindly seen the book through the press and corrected
the proofs at the cost of his precious time. The authorities of
the Midland Press, Calcutta, deserve my thanks for bringing
it out within so short a time. The Kamshet History Week
Fund has very generously paid a subsidy in aid of this
publication.

Lucknow, A shirbadi Lal Srivastava
25th of May, 1939.
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chapter One
Early Life and Training

i. Birth and Childhood

Mirza Jalal-ud-din Haidar better known by the title of
Shuja-ud-daulah, was born in the mansion of Dara-Shukoh
in the imperial City of Delhi (Shahjahanabad) on or about
Sunday the 22nd of Rajjab,1 1144 A. H., corresponding to
the 19th of January (New style), 1732 A. D. The first
born and the only child of his parents—the future Nawab
Abulmansur Khan Safdar Jang and his high-spirited and
talented consort Sadr-un-nisa Begum—he was also the eldest
grand-child of Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk, then Governor
of the opulent province of Awadh and in the run for a minis-
tership at the imperial Court of Delhi. His birth was made
the occasion of an unusual round of festivities and rejoicing,
and Saadat Khan grudged no expenditure to make it truly
memorable.

Darling of the whole family, the childhood of Mirza Jalal-
ud-din Haidar, from his infancy to his eighth birthday passed
under the loving supervision and fostering care of his maternal
grandfather, Saadat Khan. His only son having died in his
infancy, the venerable Khan, who was over fifty-two years of
age, had despaired of getting another son and heir. Accord-
ingly, he had a few years before invited his sister’s son, Mirza

All those historians who have cared to record the date of
Shuja-ud-daulah’s birth say that he was born in 1144 A. H.
Haricharan (see Ghahar-Gulzar-i-Shujai, p. 518 b), adds
that LV died at the age of 44 years, 4 months (of course
lunar). This would make 22nd Rajjab, 1144 H. as
the date of his birth, for he died on 22nd Zi-Qaad,
1188 H.
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Muhammad Muqgim (who became ennobled as Abul-mansur
Khan Safdar Jang), from Khurasan, given him tHe hand of his
eldest daughter, Sadrunnisa, and nominated him his heir and
Deputy Governor of Awadh. Having left the care of the internal
administration of Awadh to Safdar Jang, Saadat Khan had
made the welfare of his family (wives, daughters and grandson),
and the wider field of imperial politics of the Delhi Court his
special concern.
2. Education and Boyhood

If the traditional Indian practice,1 prevalent among the
Hindus and Muslims alike had been followed in this case,
Jalal-ud-din Haidar’s school-going ceremony (Rasm-i-Maktab)
must hare taken place in his fifth year. Tutors were evidently
appointed now to teach him the three R’s. 1 he names of three
of them are incidentally recorded in the pages of Sayyid Ghulam
Husain Khan’s celebrated work, the Sair-ul-mutakherin.2
When J*lal-ud-din Haidar approached his twentieth year Shaikh
Muhamnad Husain a distinguished scholar Irom Persia, was
appointed to supervise his education. The Shaikh appears to have
discharged his duties for a short time only. Safdar Jang’s death
having occurred soon after, and the Shaikh's youthful ward not
being itclincd to theological studies, he became indifferent to
the learaed tutor.3Perforce the aged scholar quitted Awadh lbr,
Patna, vhere after having experienced the ups and downs of
fortune, he died about the year 1762.

Although rather a ‘naughty boy’ from the school-master’s
point d view, Mirza Jalal-ud-din Haidar was exceptionally
intelligent and it can be readily believed that he easily picked
up what was taught him by his teachers.

1 Ghasi-ud-din Khan Imad-ul-mulk, who was an exact
contemporary of Shuja-ud-dauluh, was formally sent to
sch(*>J at the age of 4 years, 4 months and 4 days (see
Taridhi-Imad-ul-mulk by Ghulam Qadir Khan Jayasi,
p. 6a).

2 Sair, Persian Text, p. 878.

3 For ;an account of the |life of the Shaikh see thr Sair,
pp. 5116-1 7.
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In course of time he acquired mastery over Persian, Arabic,
Turki and Hindustani. We are informed by a contemporary
historian of standard authority that he learnt Hindi, and
Marathi, and something of English as well.1 This statement
does not amount, in all probability, to more than that he
picked up some English words of common use during his close
association with the English subsequent to the battle of Baksar
(1764). He was given lessons in Mathematics and acquired a
good knowledge of that science. The fine arts were not neglect-
ed. The young Mirza cultivated a good hand-writing and
became proficient in music.2 We have it on the testimony of no
less a person than Warren Hastings that he (Shuja-ud-daulah)
possessed “a very clear and easy elocution and an uncommonly
quick apprehension.53 These virtues must have been due partly
to natural gifts and partly to good education and careful breed-
ing in his boyhood. The Mirza was endowed with a stout body
and robust constitution, and had inherited his grandfather’s
inflexible courage, physical strength, reckless bravery and
disregard of personal danger. He learnt swimming, wrestling,
riding, archery, shooting a gun, lance-fighting, swordsmanship
and other arts of warfare. Specially did he become an adept
in archery and lance-fighting.4 Although sensual pleasures
became his absorbing passion in the prime of his life, his perso-
nal bravery and soldierly talents prevented his dominion from
falling a prey to the aggressions of turbulent vassals and greedy,
warlike neighbours.5

Hardly had Mirza Jalal-ud-din entered on his eighth vyear
when his grandfather died at Delhi, on 19th March, 1739, and
his father Safdar Jang succeeded him as Governor of Awadh.
Mughal offices having by then become hereditary in practice, the
young Mirza of seven became virtually the heir to the flourish-

1 Haricharan, 518 b.

2 Haricharan, 518 b.

3 Quoted in Hastings and the Rohilla War by Sir John
Strachey, p. 93 n.

1 Haricharan, 518 a, and 1 ; Maadan, 1V, 258 b.

5 Sair, 11l 895.
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ing Subahdari. Towards the end of November, 1743, Safdar
Jang accompanied by Jalal-ud-din Haidar repaired to Delhi in
obedience to the imperial summons and interviewed Muhammad
Shah on the 27th of that month. Of the two powerful and rival
factions, the Turani and the Irani, which were contending for
supremacy at the Court, the Emperor was in those days
favourably inclined towards the latter, and Safdar Jang, being a
powerful and promising member of this party, was raised by
imperial commands to the important post of Superintendent ol
the Imperial Artillery (Mir Atish) on 21st March, 1744, as a
counterpoise against Qamar-ud-din Khan the Wazir and his
Central Asian colleagues.

Entrusted as Safdar Jang was with the paramount duties of
the protection of the persons of the Emperor and his family and
of keeping the imperial palace-fort in defensive order, he took
up his residencel inside it and came into close personal touch
with  Muhammad Shah. He rose fast in imperial favour, and
Mirza Jalal-ud-din Haidar, a boy of twelve, got admittance into
the Court and began frequenting it now and then to pay his
respects to the Sovereign.

In his old age Muhammad Shah had imbibed a great liking
for children. Specially did he become fond of Mirza Muham-
mad, eldest son of Ishag Khan Mutman-ud-daulah. Contrary
to imperial practice, he sometimes seated Mirza Muhammad,
when the latter was a child, on the throne beside himself, as if
he were a prince of blood royal. The aged Emperor would
even remark, “Had not Muhammad Ishag Khan left Mirza
Muhammad behind, 1do not know how | would have survived
him.” He cherished affectionate feelings for the other two sons
of Mutman-ud-daulah, namely Mirza Ali Khan and Mirza
Muhammad Ali Salar Jang2 also. Jalal-ud-din Haidar was
at this time 12 or 13 years old, almost of the same age as the
younger brothers of Mirza Muhammad, and he used to go to
Court with his father. Certain it is that the Emperor became

1 My First Two Nawabs of Awadh, p. 106.
2 Sair, 111, 847 ; Maadan, 1V, 148, b.
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pleased with his noble bearing, and that was one of the reasons
why he negotiated a match between him and his favourite
Mirza Muhammad’s younger sister, the celebrated Bahu Begam
who figured later as a tragic heroine in the speeches of Burke,
Fox and Sheriden at the impeachment of Warren Hastings.

3. Marriage

Amir Khan Umdat-ul-mulk’s influence with the Emperor
being steadily 011 the wane, Muhammad Shah wished to draw
the two remaining important Irani families into a closer alliance.
With this object in view and with that of putting Mirza
Muhammad, since ennobled as Ishag Khan Najm-ud-daulah,
socially on a par with Umdat-ul-mulk, the proud leader of the
Irani party, lie persuaded Saldar Jang to accept Bahu Begam’s
hand for his son Mirza Jalal-ud-din Haidar, the future Shuja-
ud-daulah of Awadh. Muhammad Shah adopted this young
lady as his daughter and resolved to give her away in marriage
on his behalf.

The wedding was celebrated in Delhi with great eclat
towards the endlof 1745. The bridegroom was about to com-
plete his fourteenth year and bride was, in all likelihood, a year
or two younger.

Safdar Jang spared no pains or money to make the occasion
go down to posterity as worthy of remembrance. He provided
the bridegroom’s gifts to the bride (Sachaqg) on a regal scale
and sent them to the house of Najm-ud-daulah in a long
procession of his friends and well-wishers. From the foot of the
imperial fort to Kohtila Firoz Shah nothing was seen but trays
lull of various sorts of sweets, fruits, wearing apparel, orna-
ments and bottles of perfumed essence. Besides these, there were
costly furniture and a large number of cups and dishes of
various shapes and workmanship and silver vessels enamelled
with gold, the latter, according to the author of the Sair,
numbering one thousand and a few hundreds, and none of
them costing less than a hundred rupees. Next day Najm-ud-
daulah sent Mahndi to the bridegroom’s house, which was even

Sair, 111, 858 ; Imad, 36.
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more costly than the Sachag. On both the occasions sumptuous
feasts and grand entertainments were held. After the wed-
ding Najm-ud-daulah gave a rich dowry to his sister. Safdar
Jang distributed large sums in charity and held grand illumi-
nations, the like of w'hich had not been seen at any marriage
except that ofJafar Khan, Wazir of Shah Jahan, or that of
Emperor Farrukhsiyar.1 If the author ol the Imad-us-Saadat
may be believed, forty-six lakhs of rupees were spent over
this marriage, a sum that was not spent even at the wedding
of Prince Dara Shukoh, the most costly marriage among those
of the princes of the Mughal house.2
4. First Offices in Mughal Service
Safdar Jang’s star was now in the ascendant and plural-
ities began to come thick upon him. Muhammad Shah died
on the 25th April of 1748, and his son Ahmad Shah crowned
himself three days later near the historic town of Panipat.
Wazir Qamr-ud-din Khan's death having occurred a month
and a week before his coronation, the new Emperor nominated
Safdar Jang to the vacant oflice of the Chief Minister. On
the 19th of June, 1748. a grand Dmbar was held in the
imperial fort at Delhi and Safdar Jang was formally installed
as Wazir, loaded with rich gifts and promoted to the high
rank of 8,000 zot and 8,000 sawar. In addition to this, he
was given charge of the .superintendents!]ip of the Privy
Council Chamber (Ghusal-khanci). A month even had not
rolled by and the governorship of Ajmer and Faujdari of
Narnol were further conferred on him ; but he exchanged
Ajmer for the Allahabad province, then in charge of Zulfigar
Jang, the Imperial Paymaster General. On this very day,
i.e., 16th of July, 1748, Mirza Jalal-ud-din Haidar, who was
but a boy of sixteen and a half years, was enrolled as a high
mansabdar in the imperial service, ennobled with the title of
Shuja-ud-daulah Bahadur and appointed the Head of the
Department of Imperial Artillery3 (Mir Atish)ya very responsi-

1 See my First Two Nawabs of Awadh, p. 113.
2 Imad, 36.

3 Delhi Chronicle, 39 ; T. Ahmad Shahi, 15 b.
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ble post held by his father since March, 1744. By virtue oi
his office he must have taken up his residence inside the
royal palace-fort and come into close personal touch with
Emperor Ahmad Shah. But the responsibility and burden
of the actual work of the office devolved upon Musawi Khan,
Shuja-ud-daulah’s assistant, while its policy and direction
remained, as before, in Safdar Jang’s hands.

Fortune smiled upon this young man, and the headship of
the imperial artillery proved to be the stepping-stone to still
higher honours. On the 3rd of August, 1750 Safdar Jang
having been given leave to proceed on his first expedition
against Ahmad Khan Bangash of Farrukhabad, Shuja-ud-daulah
was appointed Deputy Wazirlthe.same day, with the privilege
of officiating as Wazir during his father’s absence from Delhi.
This (Shuja-uaasScjo; y term as Wazirlproved m be
a very short period, a little over two months oni>, ai d it is
clear from the circumstantial evidence that Shuja-ud-daulah
merely dischargedMIiC routine work of the high office of Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer. -Thr inordinate ambition and vulgar
greed of Javeti- Khaiif%id conscience-keeper of the weak-mind-
ed Emperor, had orevented even Safdar jang from functioning
as the real and de fadx>%\azlvl Taking' advantage of the latier’s
absence, the Khan 'i}i:tr-ig:M™;hard against his son, and when the
wild rumours of death of Safdar Jang readied
Delhi towards the-:* :& ;<if\>tc”|iber, 175U, he and his Turani
friends began concerting iiueasures to confiscate the Wazir’s
property, dismiss Shuja-ud-daulah and elevate Intizam-ud-
daulah, son of the late Qamr-ud-din to the wizarat. Shuja-ud-
daulah appeared to be in imminent danger of falling a prey
to the machinations of his fathei ’s enemies. But he proved
equal to the occasion. Exhorted bv liis wise mother, he
collected 10,000 brave troops and made arrangements to
stand boldh on the defence.” This disconcerted the plan
of the plouns, and Shuja-ud-uaulah continued m office till
the return of his father.

1 Delhi Chronicle, 57.
Sair. 111. ott1 ; Imad, 50.
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His next chance came in February,— 1751, when Safdar
Jang marched out of Delhi on his second expedition against
the Pathans of the Doab. Shuja-ud-daulah again acted as
Wazirl from 1st February, 1751, to 4th May, 1752. But this
time too he was the first minister of the realm in name only,
all power having passed into the hands of the artful eunuch,
Javed Khan, who became supreme at the Court owing to
his boundless influence wiith Ahmad Shah and complete con-
trol over the Queen-mother Udham Bai. On his return to
the capital Safdar Jang became so exasperated at the eunuch's
usurpation that he had recourse to the most condemnable ex-
pedient of inviting him to a feast and getting him stabbed to
death2in his own house on the 6th of September, 1752. Although
ultimately productive of results utterly ruinous to the Wazir,
the murder of his rival gave Safdar Jang at least temporarily
full domination over the Emperor and his Court. Having
first secured his hold over the royal fort by appointing one of
his trusted captains, Abu Turab Khan, Commandant (Qiladar) of
it, he proceeded to surround Ahmad Shah’s person by his own
creatures. A wholesale redistribution of offices at the Court
now took place, and in this Shuja-ud-daulah was given the lion’s
share. In addition to his former offices of Mir Atish and Naib
Wazir, he was invested on the 29th of September, 1752, with
the robes of four more important posts, previously held by the
Emperor’s favourite Javed Khan, namely, command of the
gentlemen troopers (Ahdis) superintendentship of the confir-
mation of appointments and grants {arze-mugarrar), command
of the mace-bearers (gurz-bardaran) and charge of the sovereign’s
personal riding establishment3 (Jilau Khas). But this was
not all. Barely three months after this date the Emperor held
Court and on the 1st January, 1753, appointed Shuja-ud-

1 Delhi Chronicle, 61.

2 T. Ahmad Shahi, 40 a-40 b ; Abdul Karim, 108 b-109 a ;
T. M., 154 a ; Siar, 890 ; Delhi Chronicle, 73 ; ”absir,
272 b ; Shakir, 71 ; Haricharan, 408 a ; Imad, 60.

3 T. Ahmad Shahi, 44 a.



EARLY LIFE AND TRAINING 9

daulah Superintendentl of the Privy Audience Chamber
(Ghusal-khana) in addition to the pluralities previously
conferred on him from time to time. 1lhere is reason to
believe that now at least he exercised the power which was
put into his hands by his several offices. From the 6th of
September, 1752, to the 16th of March, 1753, he was unham-
pered by opposition or serious intrigue in his work as Superin-
tendent of Artillery and Deputy Wazir ; and from 1st January
to 16th March, 1753, he had a free hand in the discharge of
the duties of the other portfolios in his charge.

Meanwhile Safdar Jang’sgrasping and domineering conduct
at Court and his policy of self-aggrandisement creatcd for him
a host of enemies from amongst the old nobility. The murder
ofjaved Khan had already antagonised the Queen-mother,
Udham Bai, who openly exhibited her highest resentment and
vowed vengeance against the perpetrator of the deed. Sur-
rounded as he was by Safdar Jang’s relations, friends and
nominees, the Emperor too was chafing under the dictatorship
of the Wazir. The universal discontent against his policy
strengthened the Turani party headed by his principal rival
Intizam-ud-daulah, and led to the formation of a deep-laid con-
spiracy with the object of supplanting him in the IVizarat. The
Queen-mother not only blessed it, but also put herself actively
at its head, and the Emperor fell completely into the hands of
the plotters. When their scheme had been fully matured, they
decided first of all to procure the dismissal of Shuja-ud-daulah
from the post of Superintendent of Artillery and to turn out
of the palace-fort all those men of the Artillery department
who were specially attached to their chief. But, afraid of the
implacable enmity of the mighty Wazir, none of the nobles
volunteered himself to accept the office. Accordingly, the
policy of openly dismissing Shuja-ud-daulah was discarded in
favour of one of secretly endeavouring to achieve the same
object by a clever and tactful device. On the 17th of March,
1753, the Emperor summoned Shuja-ud-daulah’s deputy,

1 Delhi Chronicle, 74.
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Musavvi Khan, Jsaib Mir Alish, and undermined his authority by
censuring him publicly for his refusing admittance into the fort
to all other nobles and officers except those connected with the
Wazir. Hardly had one-fourth of the night passed (17th
March) when the imperialists, having raised an utterly false
alarm that Safdar Jang was coming to attack the royal fort at
the head ofa big force, arrayed themselves in battle order
outside it. Having been deceived by this baseless rumour, the
Qiladar, Abu Turab Khan, who loo, had taken his post outside,
lied immediately to the Wazir’s house to inform him of the
stale of affairs. Scarcely was his back turned when all his men
were driven out of the fort, and its gates closed against Safdar
Jang, and the big guns arranged 011 its battlements were turned
towards the Wazir’s house.1 Finding himself out-manoeuvred
and his mansion within range of the fort-guns, Safdar Jang,
accompanied by Shuja-ud-daulah and all his dependants and
troops, left Delhi on the 26th March, and both the sides began
making preparations for an open contest in the field.

After nearly a month's aimless roving outside the capital,
Safdar Jang despatched, on 22nd April, Rajendra Giri Gosain
lo plunder the jagirs of the Turani nobles, situated near Delhi,
and this led to a sudden rise of prices in the city. Next, 011
the 5th of j\la\, he ordered an attack Oll the houses of the
enemy chiels. Offended at this effrontery, the Emperor
formally dismissed Shuja-ud-claulah from all his offices, includ-
ing the command of the Imperial Artillery, on the 8th May,
and appointed Hisam Khan Samsam-ud-claulah Mir Atish. The
Wazir retaliated by plundering OIld Delhi. The infuriated
monarch now dismissed Safdar Jang from the posi of the first
minister on 13th May and raised Intizam-ud-daulah to that
coveted dignity. As a reply to this, the t'.v-wazir that very day
placed on the throne an eunuch of handsome features, some-
time before purchased by Shuja-ud-daulah, entitled him ““Akbar
Shah, the Just”, and gave him out to be a grandson of Kam
Bakhsli, the youngest son of Alamgir Aurangzeb. This civil

1 Delhi Chronicle, 76 ; T. Ahmad Shahi 49 a: !’ M. 155
b-156 a ; Sair, 891.
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war between the Emperor and his Wazir, which may be said
to have begun on 22nd April, 1753—the day when Safdar
Jang’s men invaded the Turani jagirs—Ilasted for six months
and twelve days, and peace was made on 5th November when
the status quo in respect of the parties’ at the time was restored.
Having been confirmed in the governorship of his provinces,
Awadh and Allahabad, SafdarJang and his son Shuja-ud-daulah
resigned their claim to the ministership at the Court and
left Delhi, with their families and followers, for Lucknow on the
7th of November, 1753.1

Although over 21 years of age at the time, Shuja-ud-daulah
does not appear to have played any important or active part
in this war which threatened him as well as his father with
complete destruction. History does not record any brilliant
feat of arms or any decisive action, any clever military
manoeuvre or display of diplomatic skill, in short any conspicuous
quality of generalship, to his credit in this his first experience
of war. Scarcely is his name mentioned, more than once, by
the contemporary Persian historians in their accounts of this
long and deadly conflict. He had splendid opportunities of
distinguishing himslelf in war and diplomacy. Evidently
Shuja-ud-daulah did not make a full and profitable use of his
time. On the contrary, his father's adopted son and rival and
his own turban-exchanged brother, the notorious Ghazi-ud-din
Khan Imad-ul-mulk. though five and a half years younger than
Shuja-ud-daulah and entering the imperial service much later
(i.e. on the 12th December, 1752), pushed himself immediately to
the forefront, became the soul of the opposition against Safdar
Jang and the real head of the imperial forces. Within the brief
period of seven months, this masterful and ambitious young-
man, still in his teens, succeeded in hurling down Shuja-ud-
daulah and his father from their pinnacle of power and prestige
in the Empire, beating them again and again in the open field
and in diplomacy and driving them out of Delhi to Awadh. He

1 For a detailed account of the causes and events of this war,
see the Author’s First Two Nawabs of Awadh, Chapter XV1I.
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would undoubtedly have wrested from their hands the Subahs of
Awadh and Allahabad by force of arms, had not the wavering
Emperor and the intriguing Intizam-ud-daulah, the new Wazir,
grown alarmed at his rapid successes and secretly counteracted
all his measures.
5. Return to Awadh

Continuing their march in the direction of Agra, Safdar
Jang and Shuja-ud-daulah reached Mathura on the 13th of
November and halted there till the 17th. On this latter date,
the discomfited father and son crossed the Yamuna here and
turned towards Awadh. Having reached Lucknow, Safdar Jang
left Shuja-ud-daulah at this town to re-organize the adminis-
tration of the western half of his provinces which had been
thrown into confusion during the wuncertainty and anarchy of
the civil war, and himself proceeded to Faizabad on the 22nd
of December, 1753 to attend to the equally pressing needs of
the Allahabad Subah. Since 1751 Muhammad Quli Khan, son
of Safdar Jang’selder brother, Mirza Muhsin, had been Deputy
Governor of Awadh, and now he was transferred to Allahabad,
vice AU Quli Khan, and Awvaclh was put in charge of Shuja-ud-
daulah. We have no material to form an estimate of Shuja-ud-
daulah s work at this critical period of Awadh history. The
prolonged war with the Emperor, besides having been drsimc-
tive ofhis imputation, had exhausted Safdar Jane's treasury,
caused the slaughter of the liower of his troops and officers,
including his most gallant and faithful commander Rajendra
Giri Gosain, turned Imad-ul-mulk and the Marathas against
him, and had given an opportunity to the big turbulent land-
lords of Awadh and Allahabad to endeavour to shake oil his
yoke. During the last ten mouths ofhis life from December
1753 to September 1754 his absorbing occupation was to
repair these losses, to humble the rebellious landed barons and
to thwart Imad-ul-mulk and the latter’s Maratha allies in their
attempt no wrest Allahabad from his hands, it seems probable
that Shuja-ud-daulah readily assisted his father in this work.
Certain iit is that he was entrusted with the administration of
Awadh, and that he supervised the affairs of both the provinces
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for about three months or a little more, when Safdar Jang was
busily negotiating and forming an alliance with the Emperor,
Intizam-ud-daulah and Suraj Mai Jat against Imad-ul-mulk
and the Marathas and had marched away to the western
frontier of his dominion to assist the Emperorlin April, 1754,

1 T. Ahmad Shahi, 85b, 87a, 88a, 90a, 98ba, 103b-137a;
T. M. T59b-1.63a ; Abdul Karim, 280-2, Sail*, 892-4;
Shakir, 76-77.



chapter Two

A Period of Irresponsible Conduct and Frustrated
Ambition

I. Succession to Awadh and Allahabad

Safdar Jang’s strenuous labours had only begun to bear
fruit when he was all of a sudden attacked by a frightful
disease. To all appearance an ordinary tumour appeared on
one of his feet, and it soon degenerated into a wound. In the
space ol a month or two all his leg from the toe to the thigh
became putrefied, and the most skilful physicians having been
baffled in their attempt to cure him, he died of it on his way
from Paparghat on the Gomati to Lucknow on the 5th of
October, 1754. Shuja-ud-daulah the only son and heir of
Safdar Jang, succeeded to the governorship of the provinces
of Awadh and Allahabad in the prime of youth. The news of
Safdar Jang’s death reached Delhi on 11th October, and the
same evening, Emperor Alamgir IT, alter consulting Wazir
Imad-ul-mulk, wrote with his own hand a special note to
Shuja-ud-daulah, condoling with him on his father’s demise
and appointing him Si/bafidar of Awadh. Enclosing this imperial
note in a letter written by himself, Imad-ul-mulk despatched
them to Shuja-ud-daulah.2On the 25th of October the Emperor
sent him a robe of honour of six pieces, ajewelled turban
(sarpech) and a few other articles as formal investiture to the

1 T. Alamgir Sani, 25 a; T. M. 172a ; Abdul Karim, 283 ;
Sair, 894*5 ; Tabsir, 281 a ; Gulistan. 50 ; Maadan, 1V,
187 a ; M. U. I., 368 ; Imad, p. 65, gives 1166 H., which is
wrong. Delhi Chronicle, p. 100 has 17th Muharram
instead of 17th Zilhijjah, which may be the copyist’s error.
T. Alamgir Sani, gives 16th instead of 17th Zilhijjah.

2 T. Tlaingir Sani, 25 a ; Tabsir, 281 a.
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governorship of Awadh.1 It is to be noted that neither the
imperial letter nor the patent of appointment mentioned
anything about Allahabad which the Emperor had been forced
to grant to the new Wazir as early as the 22nd of December,
1753.2 But realising that nothing short of a bloody and
prolonged struggle in the open field could put him in effective
possession of the province, Imad-ul-mulk made no proper
arrangements for its occupation, and Allahabad too, like Awadh,
passed quietly into Shuja-ud-daulah’s hands as inheritance
from his deceased father.
2. Ignoble conduct causes a popular agitation
On his accession Shuja-ud-daulah confirmed all his officers,
big and small, in the posts and ranks they had held during the
last days of his father’s regime. Muhammad Quli Khan
remained Deputy Governor of Allahabad and Ismail Khan
Kabuli the chief adviser and commander of the Nawab
as before.3 Although not far short of 23 years of age, Shuja-
ud-daulah was utterly indifferent to the business of adminis-
tration and was immersed in sensual pleasures. He was
addicted to the degrading vices of debauchery and pederasty
(hum parast wa award dost ham bud), and his only other
occupation was pigeon-flying, kite-flying and other similar
boyish pastimes. Naturally all the important work of the
State and with it all real power had passed into the hands of
Ismail Khan, who desired to perpetuate his ascendancy and
let Shuja-ud-daulah remain the nominal head. But the young
Nawab’s ignoble conduct soon alienated him and other high
officers and gave great offence to the Hindu population of his
realm ; and they resolved to replace him by his cousin
Muhammad Quli Khan of Allahabad. Smitten by the charms

1 Delhi Chronicle, 115.

2 T. Ahmad Shahi, 98 a. Bayan Waqai of Abdul Karim
Kashmiri (Sarkar MS), p. 285 says that Shuja was appoint-
ed as Governor of Awadh and Allahabad on promising to
pay 40 lakhs of rupees as present. But Delhi Chronicle
and T. Alamgir Sani, decidedly the best authorities on the
period, are silent on the point.

3 Sair, 111, 895.
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of an eighteen-year old Khatri girl of the holy town of
Ayodhva, adjacent to Faizabad, whom he had happened to see
on the roof of her house, in one of his visits to the towh, he got
her abducted by some Naga troopers, the faithful followers of
Rajendra Giri Gosain’s disciples, Umrao Giri and Himmat
Bahadur, and had her forcibly carried to his palace one night.
The monster, having violated the innocent girl’s chastity, sent
her back to her house before dawn. Having learnt of this
outrage, the girl’s relations, humiliated and enraged, went to
Raja Ram Naravan, Diwan of the province, placed their
turbans at his feet and related the story of their woe and
humiliation, expressing their resolution to leave Shuja-ud-
daulah’s dominion for good. The news of this crime spread
like wild fire all over the town and roused keen resentment in
the breasts ofall. Ten to twelve thousand Khatris gathered
at Ram Narayan’s house, and from there, all of them, accom-
panied by the Raja and his brotherJagat Naravan, bare-headed
and bare-footed, repaired to Ismail Khan and complained to
him in these words : “The ruler of this land has girded up
his loins to oppress his subjects. We look upon you as being
in the place of the deceased Nawab Safdar Jang, for, it is said
that the rod of the master is in the place of the master himself.
We have come to request you to grant us congee this very day
to go and settle wherever we like. God’s world is not narrow.
Or, let justice be done to us.” Having heard their complaint,
Ismail Khan summoned the chief Mughal officers and in
consultation with them decided to arrest and punish the Naga
brothers, Umrao Giri and Himmat Bahadur, for getting the
defenceless girl forcibly abducted for the Nawab, and not to
allow their ruler to associate with them or any other person of
their vile character ; but, if Shuja-ud-daulah refused to
surrender them, to invite Muhammad Quli Khan from Allah-
abad and place him on the gaddi, allotting to the former a
suitable jagir to enjoy it in oblivion and contempt. Shuja-ud-
daulah having in fact haughtily refused to comply with their
request, the Mughals firmly resolved to put their alternative
proposal into practice. They issued an invitation to Muhammad
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Quli Khan and prepared to aid him in seizing Awadh, and
themselves abstained from going to Shuja-ud-daulah% court.
When things reached tins stage and war clouds began to hover
on the hitherto fair horizon of Faizabad, they could no
longer remain concealed from the vigilant eye of the Naw®hb’s
mother. With that shrewdness and wisdom which charac-
terised her, Sadr-un-nisa immediately endeavoured to nip the
affair in the bud, lest it should become too late and lead to
alarming consequences. She summoned Raja Ram Naravan to
the door of the female apartments in the Nawab’s mansion and
having seated him with only a* curtain between the two,
complained bitterly of the attitude of the Raja, Ismail Khan
Kabuli and other high officers of the State towards her son
and of their proposed rebellious move to replace him by
Muhammad Quli Khan, who fiSkl no right to inherit Safdar
Jang’s dominion in the presence of the latter’s son. She
deprecated the raising of such a big commotion for the sake of
an “unclean Hindu”, and reminded the Raja of the favours
and bounties heaped upon him and other officers by the late
Nawab-Wazir and appealed to his sense of loyalty to his
deceased master’s son and'heir. The words had the lesired

effect. Ram Naravan-' IK)I” it upon himself to appease tV *
‘Hindu’ nnrl ispid! tn ciimmnn Ismml K hau and

leaders t<v”and by her clever, diplomatic, reassuring
talk convinced them of the impropriety of their conduct, warned
them against the consequences of their ill-advised venture and
sent them back with presents and a strong appeal to remain
true to the sail they had been eating. The Mughais having
returned to allegiance, the commotion thus came to an end.
Muhammad Quli Khan, who had by this time covered half
the distance to Faizabad, now learnt of the abrupt and un-
favourable turn the allair had taken. Thinking it unwise to
return lest it should be taken as a clear proof of his complicity
in the agitation against Shuja-ud-daulah, he proceeded on
towards taizabad, giving it out that the object of his visit was



18 SHUJA-UD-DAULAH

merely to see the Nawab. Although buring with feelings of
revenge, Shuja-ud-daulah, out of policy, marched out of his
capital to receive the Khan courteously, four miles in advance.
The latter respectfully presented him nazar (offering) like a
vassal, and after a few days’ stay returned to Allahabad,
seeing that the Mughal troops were no longer willing to rally to
his support.1
3. A Vain Attempt to Seize the Wizarat
All this while, Delhi had been under the galling dictator-
ship of Wazir Imad-ul-mulk, who had usurped the authority
formerly possessed and wielded by the Emperor except the
pageant of royalty and was keeping Alamgir Il, whom he
had raised to the throne on 2nd June, 1754, asa puppet in his
hands and a prisoner within the palace-fort of Shahjahanabad.
The Imperial treasury was empty,2the royal privy-purse estates
were usurped by rebels or misappropriated by the Wazir and
parcelled out among his favourites, leaving no permanent or
fixed source of income to the imperial household, the princesses
in the palace starved for want of provisions,3 the troops were
in huge arrears and breaking out frequently in dangerous
mutinies.4 Almost all the important provinces such as the
Punjab, Awadh, Bengal, Behar and Orissa, Gujarat, Malwa, and
the Deccan had already become independent in practice. The
descendants of the old enterprising Mughal nobility, once the
main prop of the Empire, now preferring the cushioned ease of
the palace to the grim risks of battle, had grown perfectly
degenerate and their order had been dying a slow but sure
death. Quite intelligent and cultured though its representatives
in the second half of the 18th century were, none of them, with
the single exception of Najib Khan Ruhela (who was not a
Mughal noble), possessed real business-capacity or genius in civil
administration or war, and above all, clearness of vision, grit of
character and strength of will. Beneath an external gloss of

1 Imad, pp. 66-68.

2 T. Alamgir Sani, p. 9).
3 Ibid, pp. 29a & b, 19(.
1 Ibid, pp. 23a & b.
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refinement were concealed their vulgar ambition and mean
selfishness, unredeemed by such compensating virtues as thrift,
patriotism or love for their much harassed tenantry. Except
the Wazir and his partisans all the Delhi nobles of this genera-
tion were comparatively poor and reduced to a mere shadow of
their formerselves, besides being tormented by the prepetual
fear of ever-recurring Maratha invasions and all the horrors of
pillage and spoliation attendant thereon. The people of the
imperial city were being frequently fleeced and laid under exact-
ing contributions by the tyrannical Wazir and his equally un-
scrupulous minions.1 Life and property became unsafe in Delhi.
It is no surprise therefore that we read in the chronicles of
Alamgir IPs reign that from the Emperor down to the meanest
private—the nobility and the official class, the troops and the
public—all were not only highly dissatisfied with but also posi-
tively hostile to Wazir Imad-ul-mulk.

Of the imperial nobles two, namely Intizam-ud-daulah and
Shuja-ud-daulah, were particularly at cross purposes with the
notorious Wazir. Intizam-ud-daulah’s father and grandfather
had played important roles as Chancellor of the Exchequer, and
he too had filled that office for a little over one year before he
had been displaced by Imad-ul-mulk. Shuja-ud-daulah’s father
had controlled the affairs of the Empire for over five years, and
it was, therefore, perfectly natural for him to hanker after that
highest and most coveted office in the realm. But into so great
a degeneration and sloth had the Mughal ruler and his nobles
hopelessly sunk that neither could Alamgir Il gather courage
to dismiss Imad-ul-mulk from his office nor could Intizam-ud-
daulah or Shuja-ud-daulah dare take the field to inflict a
decisive blow' wupon his rival. Their only weapon was vile
intrigue or a deep-laid secret conspiracy.

At last the continued reverse of fortune and despair of help
Irom the Marathas wore out the patience of Intizam-ud-daulah,
and lie reluctantly prepared himself for a reconciliation with his
bitterest adversary. Through the good offices of Malhar Rao

1 T. Alamgir Sani, pp. 1lb. 20b, 25b.
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Holkar, who negotiated for an amity between the two, they
exchanged visits on 17th January, 1755 and the long quarrel
thus came to an end.1 But Shuja-ud-daulah would not resign
his claims to the Wizarat so tamely. He anxiously watched the
course of affairs at the Delhi court and kept himself in readiness
to turn the difficulties of the Wazir to his advantage. Informed
of the reverse of Imad-ul-mulk’s troops in a battle2 with
Qutub Shah, popularly styled “the Rohela™, and a dangerous
mutiny of his Badakhshi Regiment (also called the Sin Dagh
Regiment) which mobbed him at Panipat, dragged him
through the streets of the town and tore his garments to pieces,3
Shuja-ud-daulah welcomed it as a heaven-sent opportunity to
execute his conspiracy for ousting him from office, a conspiracy
that must have been maturing for some time in the past. Unfor-
tunately it has not been described in detail by the court
chronicler of Alamgir Il, the only contemporary historian who
has cared to take notice of this important incident. Shuja-ud-
daulah despatched his confidential agent Ali Qiili Khan
Daghastani to Surajmal Jat of Bharatpur, who was a hereditary
friend of the Awadh ruling house and an implacable foe of the
Wazir, and to Ahmad Khan Bangash of Farrukhabad, who had
his own grievance against the dictator at Delhi, to negotiate for
their support of his candidature and active aid in procuring the
dismissal of Imad-ul-mulk. These two notables, realizing that
it was profitable to unite in a common cause, appear to have
made an encouraging response and become parties to the plot.
Ali Qulrs mission having borne fruit, he now repaired to Delhi
to hatch the conspiracy there. He wormed himself into the
confidence of Saif-ud-din Muhammad Khan, Assistant Superin-
tendent of the Privy Audience Chamber, and Kishanchand Sud,
and through them he sought the Emperor’s blessing for the
enterprise. But before the shilly-shallying conspirators could
mature their plans fully, the Wazir, wlvo must have got an

1 Sarkar, F. M. E. Il, p. 42.

2 T. A. S, pp. 441)-46b ; T. M. 173b.

3 Ibid, pp. 48b-51a : T.M., 173b-174a : Delhi Chronicle, 125 ;
Shakir ; Sair, Il1l. 896-97.
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inkling of it, returned to Delhi post-haste in May, 1755, and
wreaked a fearful vengeance on the suspects in the imperial
town. His troops besieged the house of Kishanchand and
plundered his property, but the latter was lucky enough to
escape with his life by a back door. Saif-ud-din Muhammad
Khan was immediately dismissed from the office of Deputy-
Superintendent of Diwan-i-Khas and imprisoned in his own
house, and all those eunuchs who were in the least suspected of
complicity in the plot were expelled from the palace. Next, the
Wazir turned to settle his score with the more important of the
conspirators outside, prominent among them being Surajmal of
Bharatpur. It was, however, no easy matter to bring the
powerful Jat chief to his knees, and all that the enraged keeper
of the imperial puppet could do was to vent his impotent fury
in silence and to direct Najib Khan Ruhela, on 7th June, 1755,
to lead a futile punitive expedition against the Jat. But belore
the Ruhela could start on this mission peace was made through
the efforts of Raja Nagar Mai, Diwan of Khalisa, on 26th July,
which legalised most of Surajmal’s recent territorial usurpations,
without his having had to humble himself before the Wazir.1
4. Death of Ismail Khan
At home Shuja-ud-daulah’s unpopularity compelled him to
follow the policy of laissez faire for some time. Frustrated
though it was owing to the tactful handling of the situation by
the Begum-mother, the agitation against him referred to in the
previous pages, had already spread to every house in Faizabad
and Avodhya and convinced the people that their family honour
was not always safe, if Shuja-ud-daulah were to be his own
master and the real head of the administration. Hence, they
looked upon Ismail Khan as the protector of their honour and
rights, and helped to strengthen his power and that of his
Mughal followers ; and Shuja-ud-daulah, partly by reason of
his natural aversion to business and partly from fear of offend-
ing the masterful A'aib, kept his hands off the Government.
After one full year’s domination Ismail Khan, who had in fact

T. Alamgir Sani, pp. 55a & b, 58b and 59a.
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grown more powerful towards the end ofhis regime than he had
been at the beginning, fell ill and died on 13th October, 175j
(7th  Muharram, 1169 A. H.).1 He was endowed with the
sterling virtues of courage, bravery, soldierly talent and loyalty
to an uncommon degree, and had been an object of special
favour* from Safdar Jang who raised him from an humble
position to that of an officer and commander in his army.
Eventually he rose to be his master’s steward and hence out ol
gratitude for his bounties he styled himself Safdar Jang’s Chela
(slave) which, as a matter of fact, he had -never been.2 1he
Nawab remained absorbed in sensual pleasures and frivolous
pastimes, leaving the work of administration in the hands ol
his new J\fmb, Musawi Khan, w'ho had formerly been his deputy
in th<department of Imperial Artillerv at Delhi.3 1he Khan
succeeded to the office but not to the authority of Ismail Khan
Kabtii?and for a year longer the Mughal ascendancy remained
intact at the Court of Faizabad.
5. Open Rupture Between Shuja-ud-daulah
and the Wazir ; Allahabad
Transferred to the Bangash Chief

E\er since Safdar Jang and Imad-ul-mulk had come to a

parting of ways early in 1753 on the-question as to which of

the twy should possess the *v vef>ntrol and direction ol
the fmi dwindli . gexisted bitter enmity
between the latte™cirkKi“tmi live masnad of Awadh. In
May (1755 came e ft and sudden, though

aborti»e plot to replace Imad-ul-mulk in the office of the grand
Wazir arid the Delhi dictator felt rudely shaken in his minis-
terialfashion of pnde and power. The appearance of amity
hithcpto studiously preserved now yielded place to open hosti-
lity. The infuriated Wazir's first thought was to detach
Surajtial Jat, a steadfast ally and accomplice ol the chief
conS|foatcr, and afterwards to devise a scheme to play oil one
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against the other of the remaining two, namely, Shuja-ud-
daulah and Ahmad Khan Bangash.

As soon as he was free from his ill-foreboding Punjab cam-
paign, Imad-ud-mulk’s attention turned towards the east. With
the object of compelling the Ruhelas at the point of the bayo-
net, to pay the imperial revenue which they had with great
contumely withheld for more than a year, and then proceeding
against Shuja-ud-daulah, the Wazir with the Emperor, march-
ed to the town of Luni, a few miles north of the capital, early
inJuly, 1756. Here they encamped in the Farhat-ajza garden,
ready to resume their journey eastward as soon as the requisite
troops, munition and money had been got together for the
intended campaign. From this place the intriguing Chancellor
of the Exchequer, having decided to play his trump card,
despatched an imperial letter patent appointing Ahmad Khan
Bangash governor of Allahabad vice Shuja-ud-daulah and ins-
tructing him to obtain possession of his new charge without
delay. But even before the Bangash chief could complete his
preparations and Imad-ul-mulk could move out of Luni to exert
political and military pressure on behalf of his newly dis-
covered instrument, the youthful Shuja-ud-daulah, who had
happily received timely information of the hostile designs
of his enemies, resolved to forestall the manoeuvre of the allied
forces, displaying the utmost activity and vigour in hurrying up
to his western frontier to prevent Ahmad Khan from crossing
over into his Subah. At the same time, he sent positive instruc-
tions to his deputy at Allahabad, Muhammad Quli Khan alias
Mirza Kochak to instantly organise the defence of the province,
refuse possession to the Bangash and fight bravely, if it came
to war. Shuja-ud-daulah began his march in August or Sep-
tember, 1756, with a vast army, artillery and materials of war,
stopped at Lucknow for a few days only, and then reached the
western frontier ol Awadh. Here at some distance away from
the left bank of the Ganga opposite to the town of Farrukh-
abad he set up his encampment to prevent Ahmad Khan’s
crossing the river. Totally paralysed by Shuja-ud-daulah’s
unwonted activity and promptitude, the craven Bangash durst
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not issue out of his capital, and gave up his intention of going
out to assume the Subah-dari of Allahabad. Seeing that the
affair had taken a turn for the worse, the Wazir too displayed
no anxiety to begin his intended march towards Awadh.
Meanwhile a strong disquieting rumour spread over the
land that Shuja-ud-daulah and Surajmal Jat had formed a
coalition to fight the intriguing Wazir to the bitter end. Dis-
mayed by the alarming report, Nagarmal and Najib-ud-
daulah made an earnest effort to bring about a compromise
between the parties. Najib used his influence with Imad-ul-
mulk to get Ahmad Khan Bangash’s appointment to Allahabad
annulled, and he got that province confirmed in Shuja-ud-
daulah’s name. The main cause of the quarrel having thus been
removed, the young ruler of Awadh gave up the resolution of
a fight with  Ahmad Khan and made peace with the latter.
There was still some uncertainty regarding the attitude of
Surajmal. To conciliate him, Nagarmal pressed forward with
alacrity the negotiations for a friendly settlement, and sent his
trusted agent, Sujan Brahman, to bring the Jat chief to Delhi.
The invitation met with a ready response, and Surajmal arrived
at the village of Tilpat, 14 miles south of the capital, early
in November, 1756. At this place Nagarmal came to interview
him on behalf of the Wazir on the 11th November and the
terms of the Peace ofJuly 1755 were re-affirmed.1
6. Successful Aggressions of Balwant Singh
For more than two years the outlying districts of Awadh and
Allahabad had been in a state of ferment. Safdar Jang’s open
rebellion against and prolonged war with Emperor Ahmad Shabh,
had afforded the ambitious landed aristocracy in the province, a
sufficient pretext for defying the Nawab-Wazir’s authority and
making a bid for independence. Particularly fruitful of conse-
qguences were the aggressive activities of the cool and calculat-
ing Balwant Singh. Raja of Banaras, who had, by making a
clever use of opportunities, good government and strict economy,
force and diplomacy, augmented his power and resources to

T. Alamgir Sani, pp. 79b-84b.
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such an extent that as early as 1/52 he had been able to
indict a decisive defeat upon Ali Quli Khan, deputy governor
of Allahabad.l Once again did he feel himself free to
flout the authorities : he withheld the annual tribute to the
Awadh treasury and measured swords with the deputy governors
of the two provinces in the open field.2 Balwant strove hard
to take the fullest advantage of Safdar Jang’s difficulties, and
military reverses in the civil war (1753) and planned a scheme
for the conquest of the long belt of land lying due south ot the
town of Banaras, surrounded by the Ganga in the north, the
Karam-nasa in the east, the Soan rivr and the Kaimur range
in the south and the chain of hills in the west, comprised in the
modern Mirzapur district of what is now known as Uttar
Pradesh. His chief objective was the strong fortress ol Bijai-
grah, standing on a lofty hill, 2,017 feet above the sea level,
protected by mountain ranges in the east and the south and
situated at a distance of about 58 miles south-east of Mirzapur
and 54 miles south of Banaras. Almost inaccessible to an
invader, it was well-adapted to be a place of shelter at a time
of invasion. It w's equally serviceable as a military outpost,
being only a few miles north ol' the lofty Kaimur range running
parallel to the river Soan, to which the Raja was anxiously
desirous of pushing his southern frontier. But between this
well-known fort and Banaras intervened the territory and
fortresses of a few petty chieftains who owed allegiance directly
to Shuja-ud-daulah and barred Balwant s expansion south-
wards. Hrst ol all Balwant led his mighty force against
Patita, a mud-fort situated at the foot of a hill in Bhagwant
Pargana, and captured it, alter a short siege, together with the
surrounding land from Jamaait Khan towards the end ofl 1661l
(about the middle of 1753). Next to feel the weight of his
conquering arm was Latifpur, a strong fortress made of brick
and stone, situated in the Kupsa hills, 24 miles due south of
Banaras, and surrounded by a wide and deep moat with a dense

1 labsir, 272b ; Balwant-nama, 25a.
T. Ahmad Shahi, 112b.
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forest all round it, and rightly looked upon by the Raja as the
key to the conquest of Bijaigarh. Fortunately for Balwant,
Malik Farrukh. commandant of the fort and lord of the
surrounding “amindari, many miles in area, died about
September-Octobcr, 1753, leaving two youthful sons, Malik
Ahsan and Malik Ahmad. In order to lull their suspicion, the
Raja sympathised with the young Maliks in their sad bereave-
ment by sending them condolatory messages and mourning
robes, and then finding them off their guard, he swooped
down one day on one of the two in his fort at Ahraura,l20
miles south of Banaras. Malik Ahmad was surrounded and
slain in an abortive attempt to escape from the fort, leaving
it in the victor’s possession. The news of this disaster filled
Malik Ahsan with consternation, and overpowered by the
sense of personal danger, he fled away towards Zamania, 35
miles east of Banaras, without offering the least resistance to
the invader. Balwant fortified the fortresses and quietly
established his sway over the parganas of Ahraura and Barhar.
With an unbroken belt of land from Banaras to Latifpur in his
possession, the cautious Raja now invaded Bijaigarh with the
object of extending his southern frontier to the range of the
hills and the river Soan. The expedition was crowned with
success, the fort was wrested from the weak hands of Bijai
Singh, and Balwant Singh’s ambition of a scientific frontier in
the south was completely realized.2

All this time, while Balwant was triumphantly bearing his
victorious standard to the southern extremity of what is now
the Mirzapur district and carrying everything before him,
Safdar Jang had been in the grip of a life and death struggle
at Delhi. Immediately after he had succeeded in patching up
a peace with the Emperor, he started for Faizabad and from
there proceeded with all expedition to Banaras to chastise the
Raja for his recent aggressions. He reached that town on 17th
February, 1754 ; but on his near approach Balwant had

For Latifpur and Ahraura, see Indian Atlas sheet 63 O.
2 Balwant, 31b-53a.
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already crossed the Ganga and taken shelterl in Chandrauti,
12 miles north-east of Banaras. Aware of the Nawab5 difficul-
ties, the Raja played a waiting game from his safe retreat on
the other side of the river and resolved to tire out his patience
till a more pressing danger called him away to another part
of his dominion. Fortune seemed to favour the brave ruler of
Banaras. While lying outside the walls of the holy city, Safdar
Jang received urgent messages from the Emperor and Intizam-
ud-daulah summoning him to western Awadh to join them in an
expedition against their common and much-hated foes, the
Marathas and Imad-ul-mulk. The ex-Wazir complied imme-
diately, leaving Balwant Singh free to consolidate his new
conquests. Shuja-ud-daulah on; his accession, thirsting for
revenge, demanded an iriarcase of revenue, which Balwant
secure in his newly acqtnreo .mountain fastnesses unceremoni-
ously refused to comply with (Tarikh-i-Banaras, <7a.! Shuja-
ud-daulah bided his time in angjer.
7. Shuja’s Expedition to Banaras

Safdar Jang’s death;, 'occurring as it did at a time of
unprecedented eclipse of his family and crisis for his provinces,
threw the Nawab-Wazir’s.'administration into confusion and
added to the trouble in ei®-~“rn Awadh. Determined to revive
the long forgotten day?? jef. Aurangzeb, the Qazi Judge of
Muslim Canon Law.) « aisd -h'XtA:\&ub (Censor of morals) of the
town ol Banaras, r a i i r t y of fanatical Muslims and
demolished the sacred "Vsltyn®le of Visheshwar Mahadeva,
situated near the Alamgiri mosque, on 22nd September, 1755.
lhe disunited and tractable Hindu population closed their
shops and stopped all business—their only weapon of passive
resistance to bring pressure upon the militant, lhough now
demoralised, raci of their rulers—and the Peshwa Balaji Rao’s
Guru (religious preceptor), the head of the illustrious Dikshit
iarnily ol Patankar, resident in the holy city, went on a
hunger-strike as a protest against this outrage. The Peshwa’s
Guru was ultimately prevailed upon by the persistent request

1 T. Ahmad Sham, 112b
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of Raja Balwant Singh and the persuasion of Jai Singh, Naib
Faujdar of the district, to end his fast by eating some fruits ;
and only then did the Hindus reopen their shops.l Business
now resumed its normal course ; but the relations between the
two communities must have remained embittered for some
time longer and caused difficulties to the administration of the
province.

The town and fort of Chunar situated on the Ganga,
20 miles due east of Mirzapur, were also in the throes ofa
revolution. Built on a lofty mountain peak and popularly
invested with the glamour of impregnability, this historic
fortress was the only place of considerable importance in Raja
Balwant Singh’s dominion which was in the hands appointed
directly by and owing allegiance to the Subahdar of Awadh.

Ahmad Beg Khan, its Qiladar, having died in 1753, the
command of the fort and the garrison devolved with the expli-
cit permission of Safdar Jang, on his minor son Agha Jani and
on the latter's guardian Agha Mir who was a slave of the
deceased. Confusion now entered into the affairs of Chunar,
and the time coincided with that of Shuja-ud-daulah’s accession,
giving the long-sought opportunity to the lord of Banaras
to interfere with this arrangement. As the Raja knew that
the employment of force would draw down upon him a verit-
able storm from Faizabad and indefinitely postpone the sur-
render of the fort, he had recourse to the expedient of calling
the golden keys to his aid. His tempting bribe of one lakh of
rupees made Agha Mil’s mouth water, and he prepared to
betray the fort. But owing to the timely intervention of
Shuja-ud-daulah the deep-laid plot miscarried. Freed from
the galling tutelage of his grasping guardian-minister and the
machinations of the Delhi dictator, Shuja-ud-daulah was
badly disturbed in his temporary repose by the news of
Balw'ant’s negotiations with Agha Mir and of the communal
discord at Banaras. So he resolved to hasten to the scene
to inflict condign punishment upon the offenders and to

1 Delhi Chronicle, 128.



PERIOD OF IRRESPONSIBLE CONDUCT 29

restore communal harmony in the town. At the head ofa
strong force he marched to Jaunpur towards the end of 17561
and thence turned towards Banaras, whence Balwant Singh
had fled to the shelter of Latifpur fort. On the way the
Nawab’s forces encountered a tough opposition from the infuri-
ated mother-in-law of Balwant, whom she despised for his
craven flight to the hills and whose cowardly stain she was
determined to wash off’by a bold martial stand of her high-
spirited troops. A brisk and relentless cannonading lasting
from morning till afternoon failed to make an impression upon
the old lady’s small mud fort of Pindra, 19 miles north-west of
Banaras, the defence of which she had been supervising in
person from its walls. For fear of earning eternal infamy by
going to extremities with a woman and of forcibly depriving her
of her prossessions, Shuja-ud-daulah had the quarrel made
up through the mediation of Raja Himmat Bahadur who
prevailed upon the lady to vacate the fort for a while to save
the Nawab’s honour and pledged his word for its immediate
restoration. The promise was fulfilled. Then the Nawab
proceeded to Chunar.

The traitorous Agha Mir immediately sought refuge by
flight, and Shuja-ud-daulah occupied the fort of Chunar and
appointed a trusted officer of his as its commandant. The
Nawab’s cupidity was excited by the abundance he found
there, and he laid the minor Agha Jani under a special con-
tribution, demanding from him seven lakhs of rupees in hard
cash in addition to valuables and furniture estimated at four
lakhs, under the plea of escheating his deceased father’s pro-
perty in consonance with a long defunct Mughal custom accord-
ing to which the sovereign was the master of the belongings
of every dead officer even though he might have left legiti-
mate heirs behind him. After these momentous transactions
Shuja-ud-daulah entered Banaras and directed Fazl Ali Khan,
son of Shaikh Abdullah and Faujdar of Ghazipur district, to
drive Balwant Singh out of Latifpur. But the latter was not

1 Shuja reached Partapgarh a day or two before 16th Nov.
1756 (see Balkrishan’s letter of that date, Raj. VI, 430).
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the man to be so easily entrapped ; he burnt Latifpur and shut
himself up in Bijaigarh and invited the Marathas to his aid
from the vicinity of Patna. Shuja-ud-daulah in the impetuo-
sity of his youth refused to listen to the sane advice of the
celebrated Shaikh Ali Hazin of Banaras to come to terms with
the powerful Raja, and marched to Latifpur to back up the
proposed operations of his advance-guard under Fazl Ali.
Aware of the magnitude of the task of reducing the rebellious
Raja, Fazl Ali demanded, as the price of his undertaking
the expedition, that he should be furnished with 10,000 cavalry,
be exempt from the payment of the current year’s revenue
(10 lakhs) and be confirmed as the ruler of the Banaras State
on the same annual tribute as Balwant used to pay, if he
succeeded in ousting the Raja from it. The negotiations were
in full swing when the news from Delhi confirmed the alarming
reports that Ahmad Shah Abdali accompanied by a formidable
Afghan force had swooped down upon the fair fields of the
Punjab and had triumphantly entered the capital of India. So
great was the panic at Delhi that its residents began to flee to
places of safety and the Wazir issued frantic appeals to Shuja-
ud-daulah and other notables to come speedily to his assistance.
At this psychological moment Khwaja Tamkin, Shuja-ud-
daulah's chief minister, Muhammad Ali Khan, and one or
two other officers of the Nawab’sarmy warned Shuja-ud-daulah
against the suicidal policy of forcing such a powerful vassal as
Balwant to remain for an indefinitely long period in open
rebellion at such a juncture when a foreign invader was
committing frightful atrocities in one corner of the country, and
the landed potentates in different parts of the two provinces were
dreaming of independence, and they urged the advisability
of immediately confirming the Raja in his possessions on pay-
ment of a suitable fine, for he alone could easily realise revenue
from such a turbulent ialuga as Banaras and not a man of the
type of Fazl Ali, who could hardly discharge the liabilities of his
district of Ghazipur with regularity and ease. Moreover, if Fazl
Ali succeeded in uniting Balwant’s territory with wdiat he was
already in possession of, he would, they added, become the
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master of an extensive dominion comprising more than half of
the eastern frontier of Awadh, and would assuredly entertain
pretensions of equality with the Nawab ; and, if he failed to
humble the Raja, which was more likely, the loss of ten lakhs of
rupees, the revenue of the year from Banaras, and the cost of
10,000 troopers during the unknown period of the proposed
expedition must mean a useless drain on the Awadh treasury.
Muhammad Ali Khan’s irresistible logic appealed to the young
Nawab, who was already growing nervous at the thought of the.
fate of his own dominion should the terrible Afghan avalanche
roll further down into the interior of Hindustan. He approved
of the proposal for peace and accepted the terms settled in a
conference between Lai Khan, agent of the Raja, and his own
officers. Balwant bound himself to pay immediately live lakhsl
of rupees as present (peshkash) and agreed to an addition of the
sum of five lakhs to the annual tribute payable by him to the
Nawab’s treasury, the whole now amounting to twelve lakhs of
rupees per annum. Shuja-ud-daulah confirmed the Raja in all
his possessions and bestowed upon him the pargana of Bhadohi
as a rent-free grant (jagir), and began his return march to
Faizabad,2 (February and March 1757 A. D. 1170 A. H.) with
the object of making arrangements for the defence of his
territory against a possible Abdali invasion from the north.

1 S. P. D. XXI. letter 170 says that he paid 25 lakhs of rupees
to the Nawab.
Imad, 68-69 ; Balwant-nama, 72-77 ; T. Alamgir Sani, 79b-
30a ; Tarikh-i-Banaras, 87a-90b.



chapter Three

A Tussle with the. Wazir

i. Imad Plans an Expedition against Shuja,
March 1757

Towards the end of 1756, Ahmad Shah Abdali of Kabul,
again swooped down on the fair fields of the Punjab with the
object of chastising Tmad-ul-mulk for his impudent interference
in the frontier province which had become a part of the
Afghan kingdom by right of conquest. With no opposition,
organised or even unorganised, he entered Delhi and after
devastating the country as far south as Mathura and Agra
returned to Afghanistan in March. 1757. Before quitting Delhi
the Shah planned and despatched an expedition against the
eastern provinces of Awadh and Allahabad in accordance with
the Afghan monarch’s scheme which embraced the restora-
tion of the Empire to Alamgir Il. and the winning back for him
of the lost provinces of Hindustan from the hands of the rebel
governors. For various reasons Shuja-ud-daulah was the first,
and as it subsequently turned out to be the only governor,
to feel the brunt of rhe Shah's and his Indian supporters’ wrath.
His father had earned eternal infamy in the eyes of Indian
ultra-loyalists by openly rebelling against and engaging him-
self in a long deadly war with the late Emperor Ahmad Shabh,
and, since his succession to the viceroyalty, Shuja-ud-daulah
also had failed to remit the annual revenues to the imperial
treasury. The grand Wazir Imad-ul-mulk, who had been par-
doned and restored to his office, looked upon him as his here-
ditary enemy, and he is said to have suggested to the Shah
that an expedition to the Doab would easily enable him
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to fulfil his obligation of furnishing two krores of rupees
imposed upon him in consideration of his restoration to the
Wazirate.

Further there was no love lost between him and the double-
dyed Ruhela traitor Najib Khan, who whs at once the Abdali’s
adviser and instrument, and Shuja-ud-daulah had recently
given him cause for offence.l Ahmad Khan Bangash of
Farrukhabad had not yet given up his long-cherished ambition
of adding the Allahabad Subah to his paternal dominion and
his clever envoy Sher Andaz Khan alias Mir Sahib, whom he
had deputed on this important mission, was constantly dinning
into the invader’s ears the advisability of sending an army
against Shuja-ud-daulah, opposed by heredity and moral and
material interests to the whole race of Indian Pathans, and
magnifying the advantages that would accrue therefrom.
Finally Shuja-ud-daulah’s indifference to the Afghan conque-
ror’s presence in the country and the proximity of Aw'adh to
Delhi with no intervening territory except that of the Ruhelas
who were friendly to the invader, seemed to invite the expedi-
tion and convince its sponsors that the accomplishment of the
task was by no means difficult. But despite the pleadings
of Sher Andaz Khan, the Abdali passed over the ambitious
claims of the Bangash chief to Shuja-ud-daulah’s dominion,
for evidently the work ofreducing the latter was beyond the
capacity and strength of the cripple ruler of Farrukhabad.
It was decided on the representation of Imad-ul-mulk to send
fora prince of the Mughal royal family and appoint him the
nominal head of the expeditionary force so as to inspire
obedience and submission in the vassals and governors and
minimise the chances of an open opposition from the rebel
chiefs. In response to the Shah’s summons the Emperor
Alamgir Il despatched, on Saturday the 14th March, 1757, to
the Abdali camp near Mathura his son Prince Hidayat Bakhsh
with his staff after having formally invested him with the
governorship of Bengal and Bihar ; and on the third day ofhis

1 S P.D. Vol Il, L. No. 67.
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departure another prince named Mirza Baba was appointed
Subahdar of Awadh and Allahabad and given leave to join
Hidayat Bakhsh (16th March). So poorly were the imperial
princes furnished with troops and other materials ol war and
even money for daily expenses that their poverty and high
pretensions would have excited ridicule among the third-rate
nobles of the time of Shah Jahan or Aurangzeb. In this miser-
able condition they reached the Abdali camp near Sarai Kola,
6 miles from Mathura, on Saturday, 19th March (27th Jamadi
I1), and the following day the Shah bestowed on each of them
a Khilat, an elephant and rupees 10,000 and gave them
leave of departure for Awadh and Bengal, after having handed
to them on his own behalf the patents ofappointment for the
Subahdari of their respective provinces. Imad-ul-mulk was
directed to join the princes with his personal troops together
with some Durrani horse under the command ofJangbaz Khan,
an Afghan officer of note in the service of the Shah. Unable
to spare a sufficient portion of his force, the plan chalked out
by the Abdali was to send the princes into the Doab to drive
out the Marathas and re-establish Mughal rule in that region,
enlist fresh troops and then to march against Awadh, and in
case they succeeded in reducing Shuja-ud-daulah to proceed
further to Bengal to bring it back under the control of Delhi.
The Shah felt the necessity of a strong armament in a trial of
strength against the resourceful rule of Awadh, and accordingly
he wrote urgent letters to Ahmad Khan Bangash, Hafiz
Rahmat and other notable Ruhela chiefs calling upon them
to effect a junction with the two princes and assist them in
the enterprise.
2. The Delhi Princes enter the Doab

Headed by the princes the army reached Agra on the 23rd
of March, and crossing the Yamuna on the 25th at the Rajghat
ferry proceeded towards the town ofMainpuri. As they step-
ped out of Agra they were joined by Sultan Khan, full brother
of Najib Khan Ruhela, with his contingent of 400 horse. The
party arrived at Mainpuri on the 31st, and here a five days’
halt was made to enable Ahmad Khan Bangash to come with
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re-inforcements and to chalk out a plan of action in consulta-
tion with him before proceeding to Awadh. In pursuance of this
resolution Sher Andaz Khan was sent back to Farrukhabad
to bring his master expeditiously ; and Ahmad Khan Bangash,
accompanied by his son Mahmud Khan and a light escort,
reached the camp on 4th April (14th Rajjab) and presented
tents with screens, money, grain and some other things to the
imperial prince-. Next day (5th April) Prince Baba with
Imad-ul-mulk, Mir Yahiya Khan and Ahmad Khan Bangash
marched on to Qadirganj, on the south bank of the Ganga,
40 miles due north of Mainpuri, probably with the object of
winning the Ruhelas, who were advancing to the other bank
of the river, over to his side, while, Hidayat Bakhsh accom-
panied by Jangbaz Khan and Mahmud Khan Bangash
travelled southward to Etawah, about 30 miles south of
Mainpuri, in order to re-establish the imperial authority in
that district. On the near approach of the Emperor’s son,
the Maratha commandant (thanadar), troops and civil servants
fled away from Etawah without making even a demonstration
ot resistance, and the whole district quickly reverted to its
legitimate masters. But hardly did this accession of territory
prove profitable to the prince ; the Abdali’s troops habitual
plunderers as they were, looted the defenceless inhabitants
and Hidayat Bakhsh could establish no civil administration.
Prince Baba fared no better at Qadirganj. Hafiz Rahmat
Khan of Ruhelkhand, who had arrived at the head of a large
body of his tribesmen and encamped on the other bank of the
Ganga, opposite Qadirganj, on the pretence of complying
with the Abdali’s request to assist the expedition but really
with the object of watching the course of the impending struggle
on the southern frontier of his own dominion, crossed the river
one day and waited on the prince, but returned to his encamp-
ment, without making a definite promise to join him.

While the two princes were thus occupied in two different
places in the Doab, news came that Shuja-ud-daulah had des-
patched an army under Anup Giri Gosain to oppose the
advance of the Delhi armament, and that this force was coming
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by rapid marches towards Farrukhabad to invade and plunder
it. This shook Ahmad Khan’s resolution and becoming appre-
hensive of the fate of his capital, he took leave of Mirza
Baba and hastened back towards it. The prince too broke
his camp next day, and after three days' journey reached
Farrukhabad. On his request Hidayat Bakhsh came from
Etawah on 6th May and there was a huge concourse of men in
the Bangash capital. Hafiz Rahmat also, desiring to be as near
the contending parties as the exigencies of the situation
required, proceeded to Jalalabad,1 about 24 miles north of
Farrukhabad, where he was joined by Faizullah Khan, son of
Ali Muhammad Khan Ruhela, and a few other Ruhela chiefs
from their country north of the Ganga. A vigorous attempt
was now made to win them all to the cause of the princes.
Hafiz Rahmat consented to receive the princes and accordingly
the Wazir conducted them and Ahmad Khan Bangash across
the river to the Ruhela camp. But despite prolonged nego-
tiations and the desperate efforts of the imperialists, the
Ruhelas were loth to enter into an offensive alliance. For one
thing, there was no unanimity among them ; and they had a
wholesome fear of Shuja-ud-daulah whose enmity they were
by no means willing to provoke. Moreover, Sadullah Khan,
being a personal friend of Shuja-ud-daulah with whom he had
exchanged turbans, endeavoured from his head quarters at
Aonla to bring about a peace between the parties even before
a gun was fired from either side. Imad-ul-mulk’s mission
having failed, he returned disheartened to the princes’ camp,
now set up north of Farrukhabad.
3. Shuja-ud-daulah Seeks Maratha Aid
Usually absorbed in pastimes and sensual pleasures though
he was, Shuja-ud-daulah at times displayed commendable
energy and activity, especially when his dominion was threa-
tened or his life was in danger. The news of the irruption of
the Delhi princes into the Doab and their impending expedi-
tion against Awadh did not come to him as a great surprise,

1 S. P. D. Vol. XXVII, L. 161.
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knowing as lie did the implacable hostility which the unscrupu-
lous Wazir and the whole race of Indian Pathans bore him,
and he set to work to get himself in readiness to accord a fitting
reception to his foes. A politicallv-minded Maratha pilgrim
to the holy places of northern India noted as early as March
5, 1757, that Shuja-ud-daulah was apprehensive of the
future designs of the Abdali invader and was making pre-
parations to meet with advantage any future danger from
that quarters,1 despite the fact that the latter had till then
no idea of despatching an expedition against Awadh, and was
even said to have made an endeavour to win him over
to his side by sending him a patent of appointment for
the posts of the Paymaster General (Mir Bakhshi) and
Supei intendent of Imperial Artillery  (Mir-i-Atish). No
sooner did the news ol the invasion become confirmed than
Shuja-ud-daulah opened negotiations with the Marathas, who
id advanr<d under Raghunath Rao as far as Jaipur, for a
defensive and oifensive alliance, and sent Bhawani Das, his
trusty agent, to their headquarters to expedite the conclusion
of such an agreement and the march of the Deccanis to his
assistance.
[ he Mar.ich.i chiei deputed Ragho Laxman Purandar* .
a man ui considerable ability and diplomatic talent as well as
of gift of observation, as an envoy to the Nawabs court, and
we learn from his numeroih letters mat Shuja-ud-fi.uiUii was
r.xious to secure the armed assistance of the Marathas on the
basis ol a new and clearly defined treaty which he wanted to
enter into directly with Raghunath Rao, while the Marathas,
not very fond of precisely unequivocal terms and desirous of
avoiding a definite undertaking on behalf of the Nawab lest
it should lead to a permanent breach with tin Aa/n . .tppeuicd
to the vague understanding between them and Shuja-ud-
daulah’s father, and," as is clear from the circumstantial evidence
in our possession, demanded the cession of Hindu places of
pilgrimage, like Kashi (Banaras) Prayag (Allahabad), and

1 S. P. D. Vol. XXI, L. 103.
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Ayodhya (Faizabad) in his dominion in addition. And, above
all, they wanted money and would hire out their services to
the highest bidder, and it seems that Shuja-ud-daulah in this
respect did not come up to their expectations.l In fact, the
basic principles of the Maratha policy at the time did not
accord with an alliance with a provincial governor, however
powerful, against the elements of power at the Delhi court,
which they ardently desired to dominate and under the cover
of the authority and legality of which they wished to pursue
a policy of systematic conquest and spoliation in northern
India. But, fortunately for Shuja-ud-daulah, the Marathas
had to recover the Doab which had just fallen into the hands
of the Bangash and Ruhela Pathans and to chastise Wazir
Imad-ul-mulk for his temporary defection and casting his lot
in with the foreign invader, and hence they definitely displayed
a leaning towards the ruler of Awadh. Accordingly, although
no formal alliance was contracted, Raghunath Rao considered
it politic, after protracted negotiations of about two months,
to despatch ahead from his headquarters at Jaipur an army
of 23,000 troopers under the command of such veteran leaders
as Sakha Ram Bapu, Antaji Mankeshwar and a few others with
the double purpose of recovering the Maratha possessions in
the fertile and much coveted region of the Doab and of
exerting pressure on behalf of Shuja-ud-daulah by making a
military demonstration against the imperialists under the two
princes. The chief commander of this army was, however,
instructed not to use it in a battle to aid the Nawab unless he
paid handsomely for its services.2

4 . Shuja-ud-daulah Marches Against Imad-ul-mulk

Meanwhile Shuja-ud-daulah’s military preparations were

1 S. P.D.Vol. XXI. Letters 100, 114, 123 ; Vol. XXVII,
Letter 182 ; S. P. 13 Vol. XX, Letter 138. As Raghunath
Rao wrote to Sakha Ram Bapu in a letter, received by the
latter on 13-7-1757, “We have left Poona to get money ...
...I have sent you ahead to acquire wealth and territory
and not for anybody’s aid.” [lbid].

2 S. P. D. Vol. XXI, Letters 122, 123, 138 ; ii. 176.
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more or less complete ; and he now told off his advance-guard,
10.000 strong under his famous officer Anup Giri Gosain,
westward of Lucknow to intercept the advance of the hostile
princes. This army reached the western border of Awadh about
the end of the third week of April and encamped at Dauganj
near the town of Sandi, intent on proceeding further and
looting Farrukhabad. It has already been related how Anup
Giri’s sudden emergence in the close vicinity of the Bangash
capital shook the nerves of Ahmad Khan and the princes and
all hastened to be within easy reach of the walls of Farrukhabad
and those of the strong fort of Fatehgarh, 2 miles further down
on the Ganga. Hardly had Anup Giri reached his destina-
tion when Shuja-ud-daulah himself was up on his journey,
halting for many a day at Lucknow and Nawabganj (11th
May), 13 miles south-west of the former, in expectation of
the news of the start ofhis Maratha allies, and marching along
the modern Katchha road (running from Lucknow to Sandi),
by way of Akbarpur (28th May), Bangarmau (31st May),
and Bilgram (5th June),1 and reached Sandi, then a very
populous and important town, on the river Garra, on the 6th
June. He had delayed his march till he learnt from Trimbak
Rao’s letter of the 13th May that Sakha Ram Bapu and
Tatia Gangadhar at the head of a respectable force, about
25.000 strong, were coming over to the Doab to assist him,
and he was now glad to resume his journey, declaring, “1 am a
loyal servant of the Emperor and the Imperial princes. But
I regard Nizam-ul-mulk (Wazir Imad) and Ahmad Khan as
my enemies. If they are removed from the side of the
princes, | will come to pay my respects with folded hands and
shall sacrifice my life and property (in their service). If, on the
other hand, they remain (with the princes) | shall (be constrain-
ed to) fight/ "2

1 S. P. D.Vol. XXI, letters 120, 123. Akbarpur is 10 m.
N. W. ofNawalganj ; Ibid Vol. XXVII, letters 161, 172.
Bangarmau is 23 m. N. W. of Akbarpur. Bilgram is 23 m.
N. W. of Bangarmau and Sandi is 9 in. N. W. of Bilgram.

2 T.A. S pp. 123a and b; S. P. D. Vol. XXL letters 120.
122, 126.
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Before Shuja-ud-daulah’s arrival at Sandi the Wazir, who
was the guardian and chief adviser of the princes, had sent an
envoy, probably calling upon the former to submit to the
Emperor’s representatives and pay the state revenue like a
loyal vassal ; but the envoy was for some time detained by
Anup Giri in his camp at Dauganj and afterwards sent back to
the imperialists. Evidently a little later, messages had been
exchanged between the parties, but the stiff attitude of Shuja-
ud-daulah led to a breakdown of the negotiations and the
princes sent their advance-tents ahead on 7th June and
proceeded against him on the 8th. The Ruhelas now effected a
junction with them, and they all encamped on the eastern bank
of the Ramganga river. Shuja-ud-daulah on his part left
Sandi, crossed the Garra and set up his encampment on its
right bank opposite to the town and erected entrenchments
round the camp. Now, the distance between the opposing
forces was hardly 14 to 16 miles.1 As the plain between the
Ramganga and the Garra, from Sandi in the east to the
eastern bank of the Ramganga in the west, is hardly 9 miles
wide, the princes’ encampment must have been set up at a
point on the Ramganga due east of Fatehgarh and 14 miles or
so to the north-west of Shuja-ud-daulah’s position.

5. Strength of the Rival Forces

A contemporary chronicler of the Mughal court asserts in
general terms, without definitely recording the numerical
strength of Shuja-ud-daulah’s army, that he advanced with
“a numerous army and artillery and countless followers”. But
we know from the equally contemporary Marathi sources that
he had begun his march from Lucknow with 10,000 troops and
2 to 3 hundred guns of all calibre. It is obvious that some
5,000 troopers must have joined him during hisjourney from
Lucknow' to Sandi, for we are told by the Maratha envoy
Ragho Laxman, who was then present with Shuja-ud-daulah,
that when the Nawab arrived at the latter place his force
numbered 15 to 16 thousand troops and 3 to 4 hundred guns.

1 T. A S p.123b ;S P. 1). Vol. XXI, letter 126.
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Add to it 10,000 men under Anup Giri Gosain sent ahead as
advance-guards, and we have 25,000 soldiers and 7 to 8 hundred
ouns  bhis- and small—the figures given as the total
strength of Shuja-ud-daulah’s forces by the Maratha agent at
the former’s court in his letter to Raghunath Rao, dated, 19th
June, 1757. Despite its numerical strength this army could
hardly be reckoned as a powerful instrument of war. The
Nawab himself, being extremely licentious, practically left his
troops to their own fate, and the pay of his gunners was 2 to 4
months in arrears. Under these circumstances they could not
be expected, as the shrewd Maratha wakil had definitely noted,
to put up a brave fight and to sacrifice their lives for the sake
of a careless and debauched master.1

From the point of view of military organisation, equipment
and even numerical strength, the Delhi army was no better.
The princes, in spite of their high pretensions, possessed no
troops of their own, and mainly relied for support on Imad-ul-
mulk and Ahmad Khan Bangash, both of whom had fallen on
evil days and were utterly unfit to play the role of commanders
and conquerors. The Wazir’s private army numbered 4,000,
and the Bangash Nawab was the lord of not more than 5to 7
thousand Afghans. The best portion of the enemy force was
that under Jangbaz Khan ; but numerically his contingent was
practically negligible, numbering as it did from 2 to 3 thousand
men in all. Hence the total strength of the Delhi armament
came up to between 12 and 14 thousand, as is clearly put by
Ragho Laxman, who was in a position to know the truth. The
Ruhelas were believed by many an observer to have been
friendly to the imperialists and the forces of the two when
added together raised their number from 30 to 40 thousands.
Imad-ul-mulk was bound to sustain defeat as the observant eye
of the Maratha agent did not fail to see,2 if the Ruhela hosts
remained neutral at the time of engagement—a thing more
probable than any other under the circumstances.

1 S. P. D. Vol. XXI. letters 126, 150, 128, 120.
2 S. P.D. Vol. Il, letters 172, 72 ; Vol. XXI, letters 126,
128, 132 ; Vol. XXVII, letter 173.
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6. Light Fighting and Peace, June 1757

Now that the rival forces had drawn so close to each other,
there was daily apprehension of a battle and it seemed that the
final contest could not be postponed indefinitely. At this
critical juncture, when the war clouds had completely darkened
the horizon, there appeared near the Ruhela encampment
Sadullah Khan, chief of Aonla and Bangarh. A personal friend
of Shuja-ud-daulah, he had hastened to the scene of action to
make an endeavour to end the war before the parties had flown
at the throat of each other. He sent his agents to Shuja-ud-
daulah with overtures of peace, instructing them to bring a
man of note from the latter for negotiation. They returned
with Salar Jang, wife's brother of Shuja-ud-daulah, on or about
7th June, and peace talks began in right earnest. Salar
Jang interviewed the Wazir on the 11th and waited on tin*
princes the same day. Mirza Baba and Hidayat Bakhsh
paid visits to Sadullah Khan and Duude Khan in the latter’s
camp, which were duly returned. But the good effects of the
negotiations were marred by a sudden outbreak of hostilities.
A foraging party ofJangbaz Khan’s contingent having come
intouch with the Awadh vanguard under the Gosain, who
drove off some of the former's camels, two light engagements
took place between the skirmishers of the rival forces w.thout
any decisive advantage to either side. The Afghan foragers
returned to their camp, while Anup Giri’s division remained in
their original place.l Shuja-ud-daulah did not seem inclined
to a friendly settlement of the dispute and he told Ragho
Laxman with an earnestness that carried conviction that he
was “only passing time (in negotiations) in anticipation oi
the arrival of wour army.5 Imad-ul-mulk continued insisting
onthe payment of 10 lo 20 lakhs of rupees2 iu cash, while

1 S P. 1. Vol. XXI, letter 1'26; T. A. S. p. 123b ; Delhi
Chronicle, 140 ; S. P. D. Vol. XXI, letter 129; Samin in
I. Antiquary 1907, p. 0/ :iSair. 111. <90,
2 S. P. D. Vol. XXI, letters 126 and 135; Vol. XXVI,
letter 181.
1he following' Marathi letter addressed to Raglnm ith
Rao, probably by Ragho Laxman, in June, 1757, admir-
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the Bangash chief, who was casting covetous eyes on the
dominion of Awadh, was bitterly opposed to any proposal for

bly illustrates the nature and course of Shuja-ud-daulah’s
negotiations with the Marathas :—The Nawab (Shuja ud-
daulah) was determined to call the Marathas and punish his
enemy (with their help). You (Raghunath Rao) sent Sakha
Ram Bapu, Gangadhar Pant Tatiya, Yithal Shivadeva and
Antaji Mankeshwar at the head of 25,000 troops to the
Doab to chastise the ruler of Farrukhabad. This army has
entered into the Doab. The Nawab (Shuja-ud-daulah)
requested me to write to the leaders (of this army) to sum-
mon their troops. So 1 wrote to Bapu and Tatiya inform-
ing them that the Nawab was awaiting their arrival. Your
own (Raghunath’s) letter came to the Nawab apprising him
that you had despached four chiefs with 25,000 troops to
the Doab and asking him tojoin them and punish the
enemy. Accordingly the Nawab wrote to Bapu and Tatiya
to come up immediately so as to combine their forces and
defeat the enemy. After this another letter was sent to
them (by Shuja-ud-daulah) requesting them to come quick-
ly to Mahdighat, which is near Qanauj, and cross the
Ganga there........Bapu and Tatiya replied to my letter
that they were 8 to 10 stages away (from me) and that it
would take them five to seven days to reach me. They
added, “‘If the lighting is over or peace is made before we
arrive, then what is the use of our coming ? If the Nawab
desires us to come, then ask him to gain time prolonging
the negotiations about eight days, by which time we shall
arrive.” 1said to the Nawab that if peace were made
while the army was still on the way, then what would it
do after coming here. Thereupon replied the Nawab,
““You are not believing me. If you believe me, be sure,
that I will not make peace. 1 am only awaiting your
(army's) arrival." The Nawab has now’ sent Bhawani Das,
sister’s son of Trimbak Das, to Bapu and Tatiya and it is
now six days since he had gone. By this time he must have
reached Bapu and the army must be coming to this place.
The Nawab has written to them that “till your arrival I
am prolonging the negotiations. After you have come
| shall do what you decide.* The Nawab is earnestly
anxious for making an agreement (with the Marathas) and
this depends upon his meeting with Bapu. Our army may
arrive here in eight days....... (S. P. D. Vol. XX, letter 135).
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accommodation. Hcnce after live days’ useless stay in the
Ruhela camp, Salar Jang returned to his own, bringing with
him Maha Narayan (Man Rai ?) and Haji Ahmad Pirzada.
Shuja-ud-daulah now exchanged his turban with that ol
Sadullah Khan in token of friendly regard and brotherhood,
and the latter and his partisans Dunde Khan and Sardar Khan
resolved not to become friendly with the Wazir until he had
agreed to make peace with the Nawab of Awadh. Meanwhile
the Maratha army under Sakha Ram Bapu crossed the Yamuna
near Agra and reached and encamped at Kasganj on the 7th
June, 1757 (29th Ramzan, 1170 A. H.). Before entering into
the Doab Sakha Ram had deputed three groups of troops
to three different destinations—the first under Antaji Man-
keshwar marched to Delhi, the second under Trimbak Mukund
proceeded for the camp of the Wazir and the third under
Gopal Rao Ganesh marched towards Shuja-ud-daulah, the
latter two having been charged with the mission of forcing the
contesting parties to come to a speedy settlement between
them.1l

The arrival of the Maratha army, which exerted great pres-
sure from Kasganj, 67 miles north-west of Farrukhabad (by
road), brought about a change in the situation and attitude
ol the combatants, and Trimbak Rao and Gopal Rao were able
to enforce a cessation of hostilities on the parties and compel
Imad-ul-mulk to agree to a treaty. The Emperor Alamgir
Il had already written a special note to Shuja-ud-daulah
(received on 18th June) informing him that he had ordered
the Wazir not to force war, and therefore the negotiations that
were going on ended in Shuja-ud-daulah’s promise to pay
fifteen lakhs of rupees, five of which were to be paid imme-
diately and the balance of ten at the end of one year. On this
basis a peace was finally concluded. The understanding
among the imperialists was that the first instalment of five lakhs
would be divided in two equal parts, of which the first moiety

1 S. P. D.Vol. XXI, letter 130. This letter says that Shuja-
ud-daulah exchanged turbans with Dunde Khan and Sardar
Khan also.
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(21 lakhs) would be delivered to Jangbaz Khan while the
second would be further split up into five equal shares (of
50,000 rupees each), one share going to each of the remaining
five notables, namely, Prince Hidayat Bakhsh, Mirza Baba,
Imad-ul-mulk, Ahmad Khan Bangash and Mir Yahiya
Khan.1

In fulfilment of the terms of the treaty Shuja-ud-daulah
sent to the Wazir one lakh of rupees in cash, promising to pay
off the balance of the first instalment (4 lakhs) in fifteen days’
time.l Sadullah Khan pledged his word as a surety for the
payment in due time. The princes, the Wazir and the Bangash
chief now struck their camp on 23rd June and marched back
to Farrukhabad without waiting to receive the sum promised.
Sadullah Khan ordered his army back to Aonla, and he himself
with a light escort marched to Sandi to pay Shuja-ud-daulah
a visit.  They parted the next day, the former returned to
Ruhelkhand and the latter began his return journey to Lucknow
on 27th June (9th Shawwal).2

At Farrukhabad the princes disbanded their newly enlisted
levies with whose help they had vainly hoped to administer
Awadh and Allahabad, and on 4th July (16th Shawwal) they
began their weary march homeward in the same abject poverty
which had haunted them since their departure from Delhi
three and a half months before. Shuja-ud-daulah did not care
to keep his promise of paying the balance (four lakhs) of the
first instalment ; and hence the princes got not a single pie from
him. None other except Jangbaz Khan fared better. The
Khan had already received the whole of the only lakh paid by
Shuja-ud-daulah, and now growing furious for the balance he
marched to Bareli, surrounded the house of Sadullah’s diwan
Man Rai and extorted the sum, for his master had stood surety

1 Ibid. Vol. II, letter 76 ; Vol. XXV I, letter 182 ; Vol. XXI
letter 132 ; Vol. XXVII, letter 79 ; Vol. XXI, letter 135 ;
Vol. XXVII, letter 181 ; T.A.S. p. 124a ; Sarnin, in Ind.
Antiq. 1907, p. 68.

2 Samin Ind. Antiq. 1907, p. 69. Culistan-Rahmat, p. 54.
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for it. He then returned to Kabul, and “not a copper of it
was recovered from Nawab Shuja-ud-daulah.”1
7. Shuja-ud-daulah in Lucknow

Freed from danger, Shuja-ud-daulah, on his return to
Lucknow at the end of June 1757, again relapsed into his
former degrading vices of sloth and debauchery. We have it
on the authority of an important eye-witness, Raghava
Lakshman, the Maratha envoy at his court, that the Nawab’s
excesses in venery and indifference to business now reached
such a pitch that his mother had to interfere and give him
a good deal of sound advice and used her influence to get
thirty of his courtesans dismissed from his service. But he
would not part with four or five whom he admitted into
his harem (seraglio) as his wives2 or concubines. Evidently
there was confusion in the administration of the two provinces ;
for such conduct in a ruling prince could hardlv inspire loyalty
among his vassals and subjects and conduce to discipline
and efficiency among his officers and troops. 'The historian
is indebted to the Maratha envoy referred to for the informa-
tion that during Shuja-ud-daulah’s temporary absence in the
defensive campaign against Imad-ul-mulk, some of the big
landlords in his dominion had driven out his revenue collec-
tors (amils) from their Talugas in different parts of the Subahs
in utter defiancc of the Nawab’s authority, even before fighting
had begun, as “there isno proper management (bandobast) in
(his) country.”3 As Shuja-ud-daulah did not stir out of

1 The most important authorities for this chapter are :—
T.A.S., pp. 109 b, 118 a, 118 b, 121 b-124 b ; S.P.D. Vol.

I, letters 72, 76, 79 ; Vol. XXI. letters 114, 116, 117,
120-122, 123, & 125-135; Vol. XXV 11, letters 146, 161,
170, 172, 173, 181, 182 & 190; Rajwade, Vol. VI,
letters 577,578 ; Delhi Chronicle, pp. 113, 114 & 140 ;
Sair, Ill, p. 899; Gul-i-R, pp. 52-54 (partial for
Hafiz) ; Samin in Ind. Antiq. 1907, pp. 64-70 (at places
full of gossip and mis-statements) ; Haricharan, 431b-
432a ; Maadan, Vol. IV, pp. 189b-190a; T. MuzafTari,
177b.

2 S. P.D.Vol. XXVII, letter 191.

3 S. P. D. Vol. XXI, letter 128.
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Lucknow for some months after his return from the campaign
against the Delhi army, it may be conjectured, in the absence
of definite evidence, that these rebellions were possibly sup-
pressed by detachments of the army sent from Lucknow or
Faizabad. Khwajah Tamkin, who had for certain unrecorded
reasons been obliged, to resign the post of JVaib (deputv-
governor), was now reappointed, due probably to the insistence
of the Dowager Begum, and oblivious though he usually was
of his duties, Shuja-ud-daulah proposed early in July a very
healthy administrative reform, namely that of confiscating all
the free-grant lands (jagirs) and compensating the grantees by
substituting cash payments from the treasury.l Unlu< kilv
nothing is on record to show whether this important measure
was put in practice in all his dominions now.

It is, however, certain that Shuja-ud-daulah did enforce
it some time later by escheating to the state all the jagirs in his
Stibahs and stopping even cash payments given as subsistence
allowance.2 With no outside power threatening his dominion,
Shuja-ud-daulah was no longer very anxious to conclude an
alliance with the Marathas ; but the latter being desirous of
humouring him to remain neutral, while they endeavoured to
recover their possessions in the Doab, still continued negotia-
tions. The trans-Ganga Ruhelas displayed an equal eagerness
for a defensive alliance with Awadh. The fresh solemn renewal
oi iriendship between Imad-ul-mulk and the Marathas rroatcd
great misgivings in the minds of Hafiz Rahmat and other
Ruhela chiefs, and they proposed to Shuja-ud-daulah that
unless they entered into a definite agreement for the defence
of their common frontier it was impossible for either of them
separately to be able to successfully withstand an agression
from the united might of the Wazir and the Deccanr The
proposal, however, fell through owing 10 Shuja's <mirust of
t:ie Ruhclas and the Maratha hostfit\ to any grouping of

1 S. P.D. Vol. XXVII, letter 101
2 Sair, IIl, p 940 ; Tabsir, p. 682,
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powers against them.1l Despite the utter indifference of the
Nawab’s court, Sakha Ram Bapu's advice to return to him
immediately, and his own confirmed opinion that an agreement
with Shuja-ud-daulah appeared well-nigh impossible, Raghava
Lakshman continued to reside at the latter’s court, and the
Nawab eventually agreed to bear the expenses of fifty troopers,
who formed part of the Maratha Resident's establishment.2
Gopal Rao Ganesh, who had been despatched to Shuja-ud-
daulah early in June last with the mission of bringing about a
cessation of hostility between the former and Imad-ul-mulk,
now joined Raghava Lakshman at Lucknow and negotiations
continued till the end of the third week of August, when it
was decided that Shuja-ud-daulah should settle the terms of
the proposed alliance in a personal interview3with Raghunath
Rao who was on his way from Jaipur to Delhi. Accordingly
the Nawab made preparations for a journey to the imperial
capital and sent Ali Beg Khan, a trusty officer of his, ahead
with the Maratha envoy. In partial fulfilment of the Maratha
demand as a preliminary to the proposed alliance, Shuja-ud-
daulah agreed to cede to them the Parganah of Sangrur,4
and then he got ready to begin his intended march. A little
later the Sanad for tiie holy Kashi (Banaras) which the Peshwa
had been very anxious to possess, was also made over to the
Maratha agent.4 But Raghunath Rao, who was maturing his
plans for re-establishing Maratha supremacy over Delhi and
conquering the Punjab, suddenly changed his mind and wrote
to Gopal Rao to put him off by negotiations.5 This lecl to
an abrupt termination of the talks's and Shuja-ud-daulah

1 S P.D. Vol. XXI, letter 134.

2 S. P.D.Vol. XXVII, letter 191.

3 S. P. D. Vol. XXI, letter 124.

S. P. D. Vol. XXI, letter 124, The Sanad for this
Parganah was prepared and delivered to Gopal Rao
Ganesh ; but for some days it remained incomplete for,
owing to a fall from his horse, Khwajah Tamkin, the
Naib, broke his arm and could not affix his seal to it.

S. P. D. Vol. XXI, letter 124 ; Vol. XXV 11, letter 202.

S. P. D. Vol. XXVII, letters 202 & 203.

[S20é)
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hereafter never entered into any alliance with the Marathas.
The latter nevertheless gained the immediate object they had
at heart, and the Awadh neutrality enabled them to recover
their lost possessions in the tract between the Ganga and the

Yamuna.



chapter Four

Shah Alam$% Wanderings ; Fate of Muhammad
Quli Khan.

i. Epoch of 1756-58

The years 1756-58 mark an epoch of extraordinary impor-
tance in the history of India. It was during this period that
those events which were ultimately to sweep off the Mughal
rule from this land and confer the highly coveted diadem of
India on a handful of adventurers from beyond the seas were
slowly and imperceptibly taking shape. Wazir Imad-ul-mulk’s
manifest incapacity and rank selfishness, his want of patriotism
and abject servility to the Marathas, tore the already crumb-
ling fabric of the Empire to shreds, bringing upon the
Government complete financial bankruptcy and reducing
the Emperor to a mere cypher even in the management of
his palace fort or his own household. Backed by the Maratha
sword, he replaced Najib-ud-daulah, the only Muslim noble
capable of commanding allegiance from the vassals and subjects
of the Empire, as the sole director of the administration,
and drove him to hisjagir in the Najibabad and Saharanpur
districts. Quickly did his Deccan allies follow this success
by marching into the heart of the Punjab and wresting the
province from the Abdali’s son and the latter’s guardian in
April, 1758. Then came the turn of the heir-apparent to the
Mughal throne. Pursued by the Wazir’s vulgai ambition
and relentless ferocity, Ali Gauhar, the Grown Prince, was
compelled to flee from Delhi in May, 1758, and seek safety
in exile. These foolish measures brought down upon the
head of Imad-ul-mulk and his confederates the wrathful
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invasion of Ahmad Shah Abdali and led to a prolonged
Maratha-Abdali contest for mastery over the Punjab and
paramountcy over Hindusthan, culminating finally in the
famous battle of Panipat two years later. The repeated Afghan
invasions, the fatal impotence of the imperial phantom at
Delhi, and the utter indifference of Indian notables to imperial
interests due to a shameful scramble for power and the loaves
and fishes of office, made it impossible for the central Govern-
ment to take notice of the political revolution in Bengal, a
revolution which enabled the English merchants to make a
successful bid for the position of ‘King-makers’ in Bengal-cum-
Bihar and to use the power thus acquired so cleverly as to be
able to throw subsequently the net of their supremacy over the
whole land. Little did our ignorant and mutually quarrelling
rulers realise the significance of the activities of the English
East India Company’s agents and much less the extent and
meaning of their political and territorial ambition, concealed
as it was perhaps unintentionally under the cover of their daily
mercantile routine. Shuja-ud-daulah and Surajmal, Imad-ul-
mulk and Najib-ud-daulah, Raghunath Rao and Malhar
Rao Holkar, each and all unaccustomed to take long views and
ever subordinating the interests of the country to their personal
tribal or sectional gains, failed to appreciate the trend of the
epoch-making events happening at this juncture in the country
in general and in Bengal in particular.
2. Shah Alam’s Flight and His Reception by
Shuja, 1758-59.

Re-installed with Maratha help and freed from the rivalry
of Najib's towering genius (who was banished to his jagirs).
the intriguing Wazir now set to work to hound his other
rivals, real or fancied, lo death. Smaller courtiers and lord-
lings could easily be overawed into submission ; but Imad
looked upon Shuja-ud-daulah and the heir to the imperial
throne, Shah Alam, as the two chief sources of future danger
for the prepetuation ofhis absolute dictatorship. As his recent
experience had shown the futility of forcc against Shuja, he now
followed the policy of isolating him completely and striking
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quickly at all those nobles or lesser personages who were
suspected of having intimate connections with him. Accordingly
on 3rd March, 1758, the Wazir contrived the arrest of Lutf-
ullali Beg and Maulvi Qasim Kashmiri on the alleged charge of
conspiring with Shuja, through Sher Jang, a nephew of the late
Burhan-ul-mulk, to bring about a political revolution in the
capital.1 This done, he turned to Shah Alam, whom he
recalled from his estates in the Rohtak and Hisar districts and
endeavoured to capture and put under surveillance. The
Prince with his hundred devoted followers cut his way gallantly
through the ranks of his besiegers and fled from Delhi to
the Ruhela country (May 1758). At Miranpur he received a
pressing invitation2 from Muhammad Quli Khan, deputy-
govcfnor of Allahabad, who pledged his support in an expedi-
tion »r the conquest of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa which had just
emerged from the travail of a political revolution and were
suffering badly from its after-effects.  Having accepted the
proposal, he resumed his journey, and travelling through
Ruhdkhand, marched towards Awadh en route for Allahabad.
Oft Shah Alam’s near approach, Shuja-ud-daulah who had
already been apprised of the prince’s intended visit to his
capital, marched out of Lucknow' and received him four
miles in advancc with all the ceremonv and respect due to
his hgh rank on 2nd January, 1759 (3rd Jamadi 1.).3 He
presetted to him one hundred and one asharfis4 (gold coins)

1 T.A. Sani, 152b.

2 Sair, I, 656-7 ; Vol. Ill, p. 906.

3 T.A. Sani, p. 192b ; Ghulam Ali, Vol. I. p. 66, has 8th.
Jaiiadi I ; Sair, 111, p. 906 ; Maadan, Vol. 1V, p. 203a :

T.M. 192, have 9th Jamadi 1; Haricharan, 434b, gives
nodate. | accept tfie date given by T. A. Sani, the court
cltfonicle of the time.

4 T.A. Sani, p. 192b, says that he presented one hundred
asiarfis while other authorities like Sair, 'I'' M., Maadan
etc, say 101. There is no doubt they are right and the
oiwssion ol the word one in the T. A. S. might be due to
the copyist’s negligence. It was the practice to make an
offering ol 101, 51, 21, 7, etc,-—odd numbers and not even.



SHAH ALAM’s WANDERINGS 53

and a carved and furnished palanquin, while the offerings (nazr)
made by his attendants and officers amounted to seventy
two asharjis. After the reception was over, Shuja-ud-daulah
conducted him into an extensive and newly prepared tent,
set up for the purpose, and lodged him there. A variety ol
entertainments was given in the prince’s honour, and the
Nawab further made him a present of one lakh of rupees in
hard cash, two elephants with covered amaris, one palanquin,
seven horses, a trayful of jewels, some precious stuffs of various
kinds, weapons, tents, vessels of gold and silver and ten
waggons.1 At the time of his departure Shah Alam remained
closeted with Shuja-ud-daulah for about two hours, and then
be@n his march towards Allahabad.

It is certain that during the course of this confidential
consultation the scheme of an expedition to Patna as a
preliminary to the conquest of Bengal, which had recently
caught the prince’s fancy, was discussed and decided upon.
Shuja-ud-daulah, who had zealously encouraged his cousin
Muhammad Quli Khan, an ambitious youth devoid of
intelligence but not of courage and personal bravery, to
invite the prince from Miranpur and make use of his name
and prestige to conquer Bengal, was supremely interested
in the initial stages of this enterprise, if not in its
ultimate end. Not that he was at this time of his career

1 Sair, Ill, 906; Maadan, Vol. IV, 203a; T. M. 192a
(4 elephants and 30 to 40 camels). According to T. A. Sani,
p. 199a, the presents made this time were fifty thousand
rupees in cash and a few elephants and horses. My reason
for preferring Sail’s version is the fact that Ghularn
Husain’s father was then one of the highest officers in the
service ol Shah Alam and hence he was in a better position
to know the truth than the court chronicler writing from
distant Delhi. Imad, p. 69, puts the cash presents at the
exaggerated figure of seven lakhs of rupees ; C. P. C., Vol.
I, p. I. mentions presentation of elephants ; Marathi news-
letter from the Hyderabad court dated 21-3-1759 says that
Shuja presented 5 lakhs of rupees, 10 elephants and 10
horses. (S. P. 1). XXI., L. 169).
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at all anxious to extend his frontier eastward and augment
his resources by acquiring a share in the proposed conquest
of Bengal-cum-Bihar. The innermost desire ol his heart,
to the realisation of which he had been looking forward,
for years together, undoubtedly was to oust his cousin from
Allahabad by taking advantage of his absence in the intend-
ed campaign in Bihar. Muhammad Quli Khan’s position
was an anomalous one. He was deputy-governor of Allahabad
on behalf of Shuja-ud-daulah and also his first cousin and
vassal. But the Mughal Government under the dictatorship
of Imad-ul-mukh, a hereditary enemy to the ruling house
of Awadh, was positively hostile to the latter (Shuja) and
recognised the former (Muhammad Quli) as governor of that
province and designated him as such in official papers and
correspondence, which was intolerable to the pride of Shuja-
ud-daulah and wholly opposed to the unity and consoli-
dation of his dominions. As for Shah Alam, the Nawab
was reluctant to allow him an asylum in his Subahs, as
his permanent abode in his country was likely to minimise
his own authority and prestige. Hence during tire course
of the private conversation with the prince he dwelt, it
may be easily imagined, on the advisability of his under-
taking the campaign against Patna. Shuja-ud-daulah promised
assistance to the prince and pledged that he would join him
shortly afterl. He issued orders in the name of Muhammad
Quli Khan and Balwant Singh of Banaras, calling upon them
to make suitable arrangements for the reception and entertain-
ment of the Prince and to escort him with a part of their armies
to the frontier of Allahabad Subah if he were to inarch against
Patna.'l

This accorded well with the views and ambition of Shah
Alam whose cherished object was to carve out for himself a

1 Sair, Il, pp. 656, 658. It says that Shuja encouraged and
emboldened the prince to undertake the expedition by
informing him that he had promised Muhammad Quli Khan
to assist him in the expedition.

2 See T. A Sani, p. 199 a.
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kingdom in Bengal, lar away from the reach of the inimical
Wazir. So he set out, enlisting fresh troops and making new
friends on his way from Lucknow, and by the time he reached
the village of Jhusil (23rd January) on the Ganga, opposite
to Allahabad fort, he found himself at the head of a big
crowd of men. Here Muhammad Quli Khan welcomed him
with cordiality and respect, made him a present of one hundred
and one gold coins (mohars) and joined him with all his troops2
A few days after Balwant Singh followed suit and besides a
present of 101 mohars assisted him with two lakhs of rupees,3
as also did other important zamindars of the locality. With
this strange motley of men, composed of well-armed troops of
Allahabad and Banaras and the disorderly rabble that had
Hocked to him on the way, Shah Alam advanced eastward,
financing the enterprise by seizing a few thousands of rupees
from the bankers4 from Patna and with the subsidies and
presents of the vassals and zamindars of the neighbourhood.
3. Wazir’'s Plans to Frustrate Shah Alam
As Shah Alam advanced eastward of Banaras, he issued
Jarmans in the names of Rajah Ram Naravan, MirJafar and
Clive, calling upon the Rajah to come out of Patna and
wait upon him like a loyal vassal and subject, and the latter to
make preparations for his reception and for furnishing the
tribute due from the three Subahs to the imperial treasury.
This together with the exaggerated reports which magnified
the strength and importance of his heterogeneous force
commanded by a band of needy adventurers, created conster-
nation in Patna and confusion and horror in the country-side
through which he had to pass. It produced a sense of
insecurity among merchants and bankers and interrupted the
transport and flow of money from Bengal to the imperial
capital, and the circulation of liundis ceased automatically.
Under these circumstauces Ram Prasad, the agent of the Jagat

1 Ghulam Ali, Vol. I, p. 69.
2 T. A. Sani, p. 199a.

3 C.P.C. Vol. 1L No. 58.

4 T. A. Sani, p. 199 b.
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Seths of Murshidabad, who was also Vakil of Mir Jafar at
the imperial court, expressed his utter inability to furnish
money from the eastern provinces.l Greatly disturbed at
this news, Imad-ul-mulk wrote to Shuja-ud-daulah, bitterly
complaining against the latter’s non-compliance with his
request contained 'in his previous letter namely, not to
afford any assistance to Shah Alam but to detain him if he
repaired to Lucknow, and urging him once more to compel
Muhammad Quli Khan to abandon the prince. Shuja-ud-daulah
diplomatically replied that in spite of his constant anxiety to
carry out the Wazir’s wishes, he could not detain the royal
fugitive who was not in the habit of staying at any one place
for any length of time ; nor could he bring himself to refuse to
receive him in a befitting manner, as it was highly improper
to ill-treat a member of the royal family. As for Muhammad
Quli, he was master of his own destiny, added he, and hence
he had nothing to do with the Khan’s vagaries. This silenced
the Wazir who now played other tricks to frustrate Shah Alam
by denouncing him as a rebel, appointing prince Hidayat
Bakhsh to take charge of Bihar, urging Mir Jafar and Clive to
make a bold stand against the royal refugee, and finally
boasting openly that he would march out in person to bring
him back a prisoner. But Shah Alam continued his advance
without any real obstruction to his progress, and reached
Daudnagar by 10th March.
4. Siege of Patna, March-April., 1759
Shah Alam’s quick movement struck terror in Patna, and
Rajah Ram Narayan, the deputy-governor, believing in the
vague stories of imperial might and prestige, which he felt
himself utterly unable to withstand, sent appeal after appeal,
urging Mir Jafar and his master, the English governor of Fort
William, to devise timely measures to check the coming storm
before it burst 011 his capital. But, in spite of the fact that
they were well-served by their spies who gave them the

1 G.P.C. Vol, I, Nos. 19, 38, 68, & 69 ; T. A. S., p. 199 b-
200a ; Imad, 69 ;D. C.P. 162 ;T. A. S., p. 200 a. & b;
C. P.C, I, 123-125 ; T. A S., p. 203 a.
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earliest information of the prince's arrival near Lucknow, and
thereafter regularly reported to them his every movement
the English remained quite inert lor some time, and they
made no arrangements whatever for the defence ol Bihar
till Shah Alam had almost knocked at the very gates ol the
town of Patna. So systematically had Clive and his British
colleagues carried on tire work of spoliation at Murshidabad
in return for their bestowal of the viceroyalty of Bengal, Bihar
and Orissa on Mir Jafar that the .latter's treasury had become
completely empt\ and he had be*n saddled with an enormous
debt in addition. The pay of the; Bengal army had fallen into
arrears for months together, and the English did not seem
anxious to embark on a distant expedition, purely defensive
though it 'might be, withou* 1lie Nawab advancing them
subsidies ihf their expcndhirre. 1 | > % better sense prevailed
and Clive, after having successfully persuaded Mir Jafar not to
buy off the invader bs payment of bit e-mail,1began Im inarch
from Calcutta 011 25th February with 450 Europeans and 2500
bupu)s. lie. icached QushvJ........ u: *! and after
effecting junction with the Nawab’s army under Miran. he left
Murshidabad for Patna on the 13th.2 The English suspected
the Jagat Seths, the ri nest bankers of Bengal, and not alto-
gether without rcasoi to have been at the bottom of the
coining invasion : but vliey wis* 1: refrained from ali: : this
iniportan ; 3c”.~rjhfl family, and the news of Cli\e’s march
was enough the Seths into neutrality.

All this timf£ Ram Narayan received 110 information
whatever of Clive’s start from Murshidabad, but i nemy
was approaching fast. So he decided on accommodation and
waited on the prince and his supreme adviser Muhammad
Quli Khan at Phu'!wari, 7 miles west of Patna, after he had
been forsaken by Amvatt. chief ol’ the English fa. 1or who

1 I .P.CM\oL i, Xos. 25, 47. 36, 0j, ou. 112 117, and
26.

1 Clive’s letter 10 the Hon’ble Se< 1<t Committee, 12th March,
1759  Forrest. Clive, Vol. li, p. 12U. Clive's letter to the
Court of Directors, dated 12th March, 175{.
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had left the town on the 15th March with all his officers. The
Rajah was allowed to return to his lodgings to make an
arrangement to furnish three krores of rupees that were

demanded as tributel For two or three days the clever
Rajah kept up the appearance of submission'; but as soon as
he was in receipt of definite tidings of the near arrival of the
Bengal army stiffened by some English troops under Clive, he
turned out the prince’s agents and ordered his men to man the
city walls. The out-witted Khan now awoke to a sense of
reality, and biting his lips in anger swore to make an example
of the ‘infidel’.  Next morning (23rd) he besieged the town
and fighting continued with varying fortune till the 5th April.
The besieged were about to give way when they received the
welcome news that the army of relief under Clive and Miran
had already crossed the Sakrigali pass, the eastern frontier post
of Bihar, and was quickly approaching Patna.2 This put heart
in them as it filled the beleaguering army with despondency.
The prince s ranks were torn by mutual dissensions and
bickerings, and his councils were distracted by want of un-
animity among his officers, and the mere report of the approach
of the disciplined English troops was enough to strike terror
into the hearts of their leaders. Shah Alam and Muhammad
Quli Khan raised the siege on the 5th April,3 and resolved
to retreat westward so as to avoid the risk of being intercepted

1 Hasting's letters of 31st January and 1st February, to Clive,
quoted in Forrest’s Life of Clive, Vol. I, p. 126 ; also a
Marathi  news-letter from the court of Hyderabad
dated 21-3-1759, which reported that Hukum Chand,
nephew of the Jagat Seth, came to see the prince and was
said to have agreed to bear his expenses (of course of the
invasion). S. P. 1)., Vol. XXI, letter No. 169. Amyatt’s letter
to Clive, dated 15th March, 1759 ; Sair, II, 66 ; T. A. S,,
205a ; Sair, I, 663-4 ; T. M., 192b.

2 Ghulam Ali, Vol. I, p. 8 ; T. A S, p. 206a ; Sair, I,
669 ; C. P. C., Vol. I, No. 202, T. S. A., 205b ; Sair, II,

669 ; S. M., 193a.
3 For the Siege see, Sair, Il, 664-669 ; T. A. S., 205b-206a ;

Ghulam Ali, I, 74-84 ; T. M., 193 ; C. P. C, Vol. 1, 202.
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between the two enemy forces—Ram Narayan’s troops from
the fort and the English army from the east.
5. Shah Alam’s Movements After His Retreat

The baffled imperialists retraced their steps backwards
and would not be persuaded by Jean Law who met them
01l the way to renew their attempt on Patnha. Muhammad
Quli had received alarming reports of Shuja-ud-daulah’s
having perfidiously seized the Allahabad fort and made his
family and dependants prisoners, and the only project that
now absorbed the Khan’s attention was the recoverv of his
people and territory. The prince frankly confessed that
without Muhammad Qiili’s financing the enterprize, it was
idle to think of renewing the siege. Some days after, how-
ever, backed by the financial and military support of Pahalwan
Singh, the zamindar of Bhojpur, the prince resumed his opera-
tions; but they being in the nature of desultory warfare did
not prove effective.l By this time Clive with his European
troops had reached Saseram and was very near the frontier
of Allahabad. He had written to Shah Alam early as 30th

April, in answer to the latter’s epistle, *“1 am on my march
to the Karmanasa, and earnestly recommend it to you to
withdraw before | arrive there.” With the assistance of

Ram Narayan, he now detached Pahalwan Singh from the
prince byr re-instating him in the zamindari of Bhojpur and
by restoring the jagir of his friend Ghulam Husain the
historian. Forsaken by Pahalwan, Shah Alam found him-
self utterly unable to stir rip against his enemies. He remained
encamped at Mirzapur till the 27th June, when he left it
for Rewa in response to an invitation from the Rajah of that
place and spent the next four months of the rainy season there.2
6. Correct Estimate of Sliak Alam’s First
Invasion of Bihar

Thus ended in utter failure Shah Alam’s first invasion of

Bihar, not because of Clive’s “daring and confidence” and his

1 T. A S, pp. 207a-209a.
2 Forrest’s Clive, Vol. Il. p. 137; Sair, Il, 674; Ghulain Ah,
Vol. I.
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“marvellous success’ to which '‘seemed to belong a super-
natural prestige”las Sir George Forrest, his latest biographer
would have us believe, but due to the inherent weakness in the
position of the prince himself. No body can doubt Clive’s great-
ness as a general. He was great in war and greater still in
diplomacy. But it is a travesty of truth to ascribe to him the
success of this campaign in such hyperbolical language. It is
extremely doubtful if Shah Alam could have afforded to pro-
long the siege of Patna by a fortnight, even if Clive had not
advanced to its relief. Haunted by complete financial bank-
ruptcy, and dependent on Muhammad Quli Khan’s liberality
not only for subsidy for his troops but also for his daily ex-
penses, it was beyond his strength to have continued the siege
after the latter’s withdrawal from the field consequent on the
fatal blow inflicted upon him by his kinsman of Awadh, even if
other important causes, such as his own inexperience of war
and diplomacy, heterogeneity of his troops, absence of unani-
mity among his officers, want of a well-thought-out and
vigorously pursued plan of military operations, and finally the
relentless hostility of the Wazir and the Delhi Government’s
denunciation of him as a rebel, had not been operating simul-
taneously and had not reduced the chances of his success, to
zero. It should be borne in mind that these causes are more
emphasised upon by the contemporary writers, such as Ghulam
Husain Khan, Muhammad Ali Ansari and the Court Chroni-
cler of the Delhi Emperor, than the timely arrival of the army
of relief from Murshidabad and Calcutta. Nor is the state-
ment that “His (Clive's) career is a record of expedition begun
against odds, maintained vigorously, and with success in the
end,”2 made in connection with this expedition altogether free
from exaggeration. Clive was fully aware of the hopelessness
of the prince’s position, and he wrote to Mir Jafar as early as
11th February, 1759, “what will be said, if the great Jaffar
Ali Khan, Subah of this province who commands an army of

1 Forrest’s, Clive, Vol. II, p. 137.
2 Forrest’s, Clive, Vol. II, p. 131, 127; C.P.C., Vol. i, No. 26.
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sixty thousand men, should offer money to a boy who has scarce
a soldier with him ?” Shah Alam possessed at the highest esti-
mate a crowd of 40,000 men, though according to Clive his
total strength was only 30.000, while the English governor had
begun his march from Calcutta at the head of 450 Europeans
and 2500 sepoysland was joined by Miran near Murshidabad
with “a considerable portion” of the Nawab’s army, which
could not have been less than 40,000 strong. These figures
unmistakably show that the army of relief was numerically
superior to Shah Alam’s force, even though we may altogether
omit to take into account the troops of Rajah Ram Naravan
who, a clever diplomat that he was, was not expected, and
Clive could not have failed to perceive it, to throw in his lot
with the hopelessly weak side of the impoverished and exiled
prince. Assuming that everything in this campaign depended
upon numerical superiority and nothing on military training,
discipline and generalship and the quality and nature of
weapons and other appliances of war, even then the chances of
success were on the side of Clive, as he wrote to Ram Naravan
on 20th March, “What power has the Shahzada to resist the
united forces of the Nawab and the English ?”2 Evidently the
importance of Shah Alam’s first invasion of Bihar has been
grossly exaggerated and along with it the magnitude and
significance of Clive’s success.
7. Shuja-ud-daulah Captures Allahabad, April, 1759
Shuja-ud-daulah was secretly hostile to his cousin Muha-
mmad Quli Khan alias Mirza Kochak, deputy-governor of
Allahabad. As the Khan enjoyed a status above that ofa
servant or a dependant, wielded the power of a semi-indepen-
dent prince, and was recognised governor by the Delhi Govern-
ment, he was clearly a stumbling block in Shuja-ud-daulah’s
policy of the administrative unity and political solidarity of his
provinces. He had provoked the young Nawab’s implacable

1 Forrest’s, Clive, Vol. IT, p. 131 ; Clive’s letter to the
Hon’ble the Secret Committee to the Court of Directors,
dated 12th March, 1759.

2 Quoted in Forrest’s Clive, Vol. I, p. 131
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enmity by intriguing with the powerful Mughalia troops at
Faizabad and had unwisely accepted their invitation to sup-
plant Safdar Jang’s only son in his inheritance of Awadh in the
very first year of Shuja-ud-daulah’s accession, for he was the
next claimant to it, being the second son of Safdar Jang’s
elder brother Mirza Muhsin. It was not unlikely that at any
future date he might take advantage of some military reverse,
popular disaffection or any other difficulty of Shuja-ud-daulah
and set himself up as a rival to him. For all these reasons the
latter had for long been on the look-out for a favourable oppor-
tunity to strike at his cousin and drive him out of Allahabad.
{Mudate bad khwah wa qgasid awaragi Muhammad Chili Khan az
Allahabad bud). And as soon as one appeared to be in sight, he
instigated Muhammad Quli Khan, as we have seen, to assist
Prince Ali Gauhar with his troops to conquer Bihar and Bengal.
In this his object, which he kept carefully concealed, was
to secure the Khan’s absence from Allahabad and to seize
the fort and the province without having had to fight for
them.1 Muhammad Quli, a foolish though wvalorous voung-
man, fell into the trap so cleverly set by his deadly foe, and
as he resolved to accompany the fugitive prince tr Bengal,
Shuja-ud-daulah, who had already' expressed his intention,
of course without wishing to carry it out, of joining the
expedition soon after, requested him to permit his family to
be lodged in the Allahabad fort during his absence from
Awadh, there being 110 other fortress in his dominion, he
urged, except Ghunargarh, which, owing to its situation in the
hilly tract, possessed bad climate and was hence unsuitable
as an abode for the ladies of his harem. The unsuspecting
Khan wrote out the ‘permit’ and sent it over to Shuja-ud-
daulah, and instructed Mirza NajafKhan, the commandant
of the fort, to comply with ihe Nawab’s wislies, as he was
not only his first cousin but also master, and heir to all
that lie (Muhammad Quli) possessed.2 After this Muhammad
Quli accompanied tlie prince, to Patna.

1 Sair, Vol. If, p. 65(3.
2 Sair, Vol. Il, pp. 658-59.
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Seeing Muhammad Quli Khan absorbed in the siege of
Patna, several stages away from his capital, and realising
that in the event of success his credit with the Mughal Grown
Prince (the position of whose wazir he had already arrogated
to himself) would go up still higher, Shuja-ud-daulah at the
head of a powerful force marched to Allahabad with all
possible expedition. Mirza Najaf Khan, a maternal uncle
of Muhammad Quli and the future though temporary reju-
venator of the Mughal Empire in the early years of the 4th
quarter of the 18th century, was in charge ofthe fort, and
in spite ofhis master’s instructions to the contrary he prepared
to stand on defence. But he was easily duped by the cunning
Nawab who solemnly declared that he had come with the
professed object of lodging his family in the fort after which
he would instantly proceed to Patna to reinforce the prince.
This put Najaf Khan off his guard, and Shuja-ud-daulah, under
the cover of escorting his ladies in, perfidiously captured the
fort and made Najaf Khan and the family and dependants
of Muhammad Quli Khan prisoners. Ali the treasure, furniture,
artillery and other property belonging to the Khan passed into
the hands of Shuja-ud-daulah. This took placel on 16th
April, 1759.

8. Fate of Muhammad Quli Khan

The news of this calamity reached Muhammad Quli Khan
in Bihar on the 20th and filled him with confusion and alarm.
Without making unnecessary delay, he set out for his pro-
vince on the 23rd, trusting that Shuja-ud-daulah would yet
have some regard for the bond of consanguinity and might
make amends for his recent crime. But his expectations
were foredoomed to disappointment. Shuja-ud-daulah was
bent upon the utter ruin of his cousin, and had already
despatched his Naib Beni Bahadur with a contingent of troops
to Banaras to prevent the Khan from crossing the Ganga
and to bring him a prisoner. Raja Balwant Singh ol Kashi

Gulam Ali, I. 31-2 ; Mirat-i-Aftab Numa, 245 1); Sair,
11. 669 ; Mutakherin, 200 a.
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was directed to co-operate with the Naib. Having posted
themselves on the bank of the Ganga, two miles east of
Ramnagar, the two Rajas captured all the boats in the
vicinity and obstructed traffic from one side of the river to
the other. Meanwhile the prince’s army on its way back
from Patna crossed the Karamnasa and made its appearance
in their neighbourhood. The Rajas gladly allowed Ali
Gauhar and M. Law to pass unmolested on to Mirzapur,
but they closely watched Muhammad Quli Khan and his follow-
ers who were not suffered to move a mile or two beyond
Sarai Sayyid Razi, 14 miles east of Mughal Sarai (Ry.
Junction). The stragglers from his camp were set upon,
plundered and killed by the zarnindars of Balwant Singh’s
territory. It became unsafe for wayfarers to pass, and the
historian Ghulam Husain Khan, who happened to be then
travelling from *Patna to Banaras, was obliged to return
from the Karamnasa, and when he ventured out again he
was permitted to cross over to Banaras only under a strong
escort after he had been strongly recommended by Pahalwan
Singh of Bhojpur who was friendly to the two Rajas.
Muhammad Quli was now utterly confounded and did not
know how to save his head. Having foolishly rejected the
sound proposal of some of his brave and devoted followers
to cut his way through the enemy’s forces, the only course
left to him was to throw himself on the mercy of his foe. After
a few days' inaction he applied to Beni Bahadur for permission
to repair to Shuja-ud-daulah with a few of his men.
The request was granted, and the misguided Khan, ac.com-
pained by some twelve of his troopers and a few menial
servants crossed the Ganga and set out to see his kinsman of
Awadh, fondly depending upon his blood relationship with
Shuja-ud-daulah and his assurances of his personal safety. As
soon as his back we turned, his army was dispersed and camp
plundered by Shuj-ud-daulah's orders, none escaping the
fearful butchery, perpetrated by Bani Bahadur and his partner,
except those lucky few who had friends or relations in the
Rajahs’ camps or were themselves brave enough to fight their
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way through. Meanwhile Muhammad Quli Khan himself
had reached Shuja-ud-daulah, who caused him to be artfully
arrested and sent under a strong guard to Lucknow in May,
1759. He was imprisoned in the fort of Jalalabadl, the ruins
of which can be seen near the modern Aish-bagh Railway
Station, Lucknow, and which was founded by Safdar Jang after
the name ofJalal-ud-din Haidar Shuja-ud-daulah.2

Now the whole of the province of Allahabad, except the
Sarkar of Kalinjar (which belonged to the descendants of
Chhatrasal Bundela), of which he had hitherto been the
nominal master, passed under Shuja-ud-daulah’s effective
control. He appointed Baga-ullah Khan as deputy governor
of this Subah and Ghulam Husain Khan, a slave of his, as
commandant of the Allahabad fort. Shuja-ud-daulah’s admi-
nistration seems to have been milder than that of Muhammad
Quli Khan, who certainly charged heavier taxes from the
Hindu pilgrims to the holy Prayag. We have it on the
testimony of Trimbak Rao, an important Maratha eye-
witness, that “the pilgrim’s tax is not so exorbitant (literally
annoying) as before” ; and that Shuja-ud-daulah *charges a
moderate tax'’. Those of the Deccani visitors to the sacred
I riveni who brought introductory letters from the Peshwa were
not molested at all.3

Although it involves a break in the chronological order, it
is convenient to record here the sad end of Muhammad Quli
Khan. Towards the end of April, 1761 when Shuja-ud-daulah
was about to march towards Bihar to bring the Emperor
Shah Alam from Patna, he ordered the assassination of this

Ihe iort is no longer in existence. The village now known
as Jalalpur has become a Mohalla of the citv of Lucknow.

2 Ghulam Ali, 1, 86 ; Sair, 11, 671-73 ; T. ML, 193a ; Imad,
69 : Balwant, 84-6. Ghulam Ali of Lucknow and author of
Imad., like a partisan writer that he was, says that Shuja
did not capture Allahabad by treachery ; it came into his

piosscssion alter Muhammad Quli’s reverse and imprison-
ment (see Imad, p. 69).
3 S P. D, Vol. XXI, L. 175.
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high-born prisoner This was promptly done. The Khan’s
dead body was thrown into the well outside Jalalabad fort,
which was subsequently filled with earth and a tomb raised
overlit.  Such was the end of one who had once ruled with
all the pageantry and power of a prince over a rich province
of the Empire.

S. P. D, Vol. XXI, L. 206 ; Imad, 69. The latter says
that Muhd. Quli was put to death at the time when Shuja
was about to march to join the Abdali King at Panipat.
| prefer the date given in the Marathi letter referred to,
for it was written on 20th June, 1761, only a month and
a half after the assassination of Md. Quli Khan.



chapter Five

Shuja-ud-daulah and the Maratha- Afghan Contest,
1759-1761

I. Maratha Policy in North India

The Maratha policy in Northern India during the years
1757-59 was extremely ambitious. Their dominion in Hindus-
tan had grown out of an humble beginning, and now their idea
of Hindupat Padshahi embraced the whole of the country including
the north-western Subah of the Punjab and the eastern-most
province of Bengal. By a special agreementl with the late
Emperor Ahmad Shah and his Wazir Safdar Jan" in April,
1752, the Peshwa had taken upon himself the responsibility of
guarding the Mughal north-western frontier from the perpetual
danger of an Afghan invasion in lieu of the imperial recognition
of the Maratha claim to Chauth on almost all the provinces of
the Empire. He had thus incurred the hostility of the Abdali
monarch of Kabul who claimed that Subah (Punjab) as his by
inheritance from Nadir Shah. Since that time the Marathas
and the Afghans had entered the lists as two chief rivals foi
mastery over the Punjab and supremacy at Delhi. At »hi>
period the Mughal Wazir was a quiescent pliable tool in
Maratha hands, ever ready to comply with their demands, for
they were bolstering him up in his ministerial Gaddi. But the
Mir Bakhshi Najib-ud-daulah was a secret supportc\ < the
foreign invader with whom he was linked by racial and icligious
ties and with whose armed assistance he desired to establish his

1 For this treaty and its provisions, etc. soc my First Two
Nawabs of Awadh. pp. 200-201
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own dominance at the court. Hence the first object of Maratha
policy in 1757 was not only to humble Najib but also to
cripplel him permanently so as to make him impotent for evil,
and to let the friendly and pacific Imad-ul-mulk conduct the
imperial administration peacefully in order to enable him to
remit regularly to the Peshwa’s treasury the money contribution
which had been stipulated upon in return for the Maratha
guarantee for his and his royal lord’ssafety. The next long-
cherished desire of the Peshwa and his lieutenants in the north
was the conquest ol' the Punjab and the bringing of it under
effective Maratha control. Thirdly, Balaji Bajirao clearly saw
that his supremacy in northern India could not be complete
without the reduction of the rich eastern provinces of Bihar
and Bengal. For the realisation of this last dream the Pesluva
had three alternative schemes in his mind, and these he unfold-
ed to Dattaji Sindhia, recommending him to adopt the one
that might, appear to him as the most feasible under the
peculiar circumstances in the north, and bring a krore or two
of rupees from the two Subahs. The first contemplated the
putting of the Emperor and the Wazir at the head of an expe-
dition and conquering the eastern provinces with the weight and
prestige of their names ; the second urged the simultaneous
march of two Maratha armies upon Bengal from two different
directions, viz., the Sindhia from Delhi, and Raghunath Rao
via Bundelkhand and Allahabad ; and the third recommended
the formation of an alliance with Shuja-ud-daulah by promis-
ing him half of Bengal and Bihar, in case the Wazir refused to

join the expedition, and undertaking the enterprise with his
assistance.2

1 The Peshwa wrote to Dattaji and Jankoji on 21st March,
1759 :—*“Najib is wicked and a breaker of faith. Advancing
him is like feeding a serpent with milk. He should be
crushed.” (See Aitilvasik patren yadi wagaire lekh, I.. No.
167). Peshwa’s letter to Ramaji Anant, dated 2nd May,
1759 (see Aitihasik etc. No. 171) ravs “Najib is treacherous
and half-Abdali.”

2 Aitihasik patren, etc., letters. 166 & 167 ; S. P. D.. Vol.
XX, L. 143, 167.
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Closely connected with these schemes was the question of
the settlement of the Maratha relations with Shuja-ud-daulah.
Ever since the days of Safdar Jang the Peshwa’s representatives
had been anxious to secure the cession of the Hindu holy
places (Allahabad, Banaras and Ayodhva in the Awadh
dominion) by a friendly agreement and failing that by threat
or force of arms. Safdar Jang had managed to evade compli-
ance, for the cession was bound to create an imperium in imperio.
But Shuja-ud-daulah, threatened by a combination of Wazir
Imad-ul-mulk with Ahmad Khan Bangash and the Ruhela
chiefs in April-June, 1757, had reluctantly promised, after
much wavering, to cede Banaras and Avodhva—a promise
which he did not intend to fulfil. And two years passed by,
but he did not yield possession to the Maratha agents. Balaji
Bajirao was therefore repeatedly urging the Sindhias to induce
Shuja-ud-daulah to make good his promise by surrendering the
two towns referred to, and enter into a fresh agreement provid-
ing for the cession of Allahabad city also. The next important
point recommended by the Peshwa was to approve of Shuja-ud-
daulah’s candidature for Wazirship, after which he had been
hankering since the death of his father, and to elevate him to
that post, if he paid fifty lakhs of rupees and ceded Banaras
and Allahabad or fifty lakhs and at least Allahabad ; but the
payment was not to be put off for 2 or 3 years. It must be
made within six months.1 If he did not wish to be appointed
prime minister on the above mentioned conditions, then
Dattaji was directed to wrest Allahabad from him by force,
and if, finding himself thus threatened, Shuja-ud-daulah agreed
to make over Banaras and Allahabad and pay a handsome
amount of money in addition, then he should be appointed
Mir Bakhshi in placc of Najib-ud-daulah. And the third
alternative suggested was to enlist the support of Shuja-ud -
daulah in an expedition for the conquest of Bihar and Bengal
by promising him half the share in the two provinces, when

Peshwa’s letter to Ramaji Anant, dated 23rd February,
1759, Aitihasik patren etc., Nos. 166, 167.
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reduced, and in that case secure from him the cession of
Banaras and Allahabad only.1 In short, the object of the
Maratha policy in 1759 was not only the acquisition by
peaceful means or otherwise, of these three flourishing towns
in Awadh, but also of bringing Shuja-ud-daulah under their
effective political control.

2. The Siege of Shukartal.

In pursuance of this policy, the Marathas first of all sub-
jugated the Punjab as a result of two well-planned expeditions
(March 1758 and April-May 1759) and then proceeded to
crush Najib. Realising that a regular invasion of his domain
was imminent, the Ruhela chief with his characteristic fore-
sight planned the defence of Shukartal, a low lying expanse of
land many miles in area and situated on the western bank of
the Ganga, about 16 miles east of Muzaffarnagar, and here he
concentrated all his military resources, leaving his family and
treasure at Najibabad under his son Zabita Khan. Surrounded
on three sides by numerous deep and tortuous ravines and on
the east by the mighty Ganga, Shukartal was marked out by
Nature as a place of first class strategic importance, well-suited
for warfare of a defensive character. Najib fortified it by
erecting redoubts and setting up batteries all round it and by
stationing mobile musketry on the two sides, namely, south
and south-west, which alone were exposed to attack. Here
early in July, 1759, Dattaji Sindhia with his sturdy force erected
entrenchments, about two miles west of Shukarfal and besieged
Najib. The siege was protracted for three months, and Dattaji,
realising the futility of this kind of warfare resolved to make a
diversion on Najibabad. At his orders Govind Ballal with
10,000 light cavalry crossed the river a little south of Hardwar,
34 miles north of Shukartal, and after hustling out of the way
a contingent of Pathans posted at Sabalgarh, a fortalice 10
miles north-west of Najibabad, made a sudden dash for

1 Peshwa’s letter to Dattaji and Jankoji Sindhia dated
21-3-1759 and his letter to Ramaji Anant, dated 2-5-1759,
Vide Aitihasik etc. Nos. 167 and J71.
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Jalalabad, 2 miles south-west of Najib’s capital, fortunately
Najib-ud-daulah’s Ruhela kinsmen Sadullah Khan, Hafiz
Rahmat and Dunde Khan had arrived in time and were
encamped near Sabalgarh. Hcnce Gobind Ballal, instead of
risking a battle with them, marched away in a south-westernlyl
direction, ravaging the country as far as the bridge-head
opposite Shukartal and for a time cutting off supplies to the
defenders and causing great want in their camp. Najib was
reduced to great straits, and his followers were filled with
alarm about the safety of their families. At this very moment
news flashed of the arrival near Shukartal of the Awadh
vanguard under Anup Giri Gosain, and it at once heightened
the spirits of the besieged.

3. Shuja-ud-daulah comes to the Relief of Najib

Ever since war clouds threatened to darken his political
horizon, Najib-ud-daulah had set to work to enlist the support
of Ahmad Shah Abdali of Kabul and of his own important
neighbours. Every month he sent men to Kabul to induce
the Shah to come to his rescue, and he despatched messengers
to his Ruhela kinsmen of Katehr and Farrukhabad and to
Shuja-ud-daulah of Awadh, urging them to hasten to his assist-
ance. But the Ruhela chiefs, feeling themselves sheltered by the
mighty Ganga, sent evasive replies, and said to themselves that
it was nothing short of madness on the part of Najib to have
antagonised the Marathas in the hope of getting aid from
Qandhar.2 Eventually, however, Najib’s repeated entreaties
coupled with their own self-interest impelled Hafiz, Dunde
and other Ruhela chiefs to agree to march up to Shukartal.

O L receipt ol appeals from Najib-ud-daulah, to which were
added those from Dunde Khan, Ilafiz Rahmat and other
chiefs of Ruhelkhand, Shuja-ud-daulah promptly decided in

1 For Sabalgarh see Survey of India Atlas, Sheet, 53k. The
place is clearly mentioned in Gulistan Rahmat, tr. by
Elliot (See p. 57). For the Siege see—T. Ahmad Shahi
210a-211b ; Nur-ud-din, 223a-226a ; Gulistan, 56-57 ; Sair,
11, p. 906-7.

2 Nur-ud-din, 23a.
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favour of affording relief. His decision must have been influ-
enced by the following important considerations. In the first
place, the Marathas were the aggressors, while Najib was
fighting in self-defence. Secondly, the Marathas were firm
friends and allies of Imad-ul-mulk, a hereditary arch-enemy of
the Awadh ruling family, and it was then almost universally
believed that he had invited them from the Deccan to crush
all his rivals, of course, including Shuja-ud-daulah. Thirdly,
the Maratha policy, which had recently been fully unmasked,
being nothing short of an unquestioned supremacy over the
whole of Northern India, the overthrow of Najib was sure
to be a prelude to the conquest of Ruhelkhand and Awadh, and
the latter could not be expected to hold out long after the
political destruction of the Indian Pathans, whose possessions
were a sort of bulwark to Shuja-ud-daulah’s dominion.1 This
last consideration, more than any other, made the Nawab
determine to march to the relief of the hard-pressed brother
Muslim chief and thereby earn his personal gratitude.

Leaving Lucknow in the beginning of the rainy season,
Shuja-ud-daulah at the head of 5 to 6 thousand horse and
10 to 12 thousand foot marched to the western frontier of
Awadh, while the Ruhela chiefs were still'wav ering, and finding
the roads impassable due to rain and mud, he remained
encamped near Shahabad in the modern Hardoi district for
about three months of the rains. When the wet season was
over and the roads became dry, he resumed his journey and
entered Ruhelkhand. His arrival in their midst encouraged
Hafiz Rahmat and other Ruhelas, who, though now anxious
to go to Najib’s help, could not venture out of their estates,
so greatly were they inspired with Maratha fear. Now they
united their forces with Shuja-ud-daulah’s and advanced, from
Bareilly in the direction of Shukartal. When they arrived
at Hasanpur news came that a Maratha army had crossed
the Ganga, and was making its way to Najibabad in order

1 Gulistan, 56 ; T. M., 195b ; Sair, Ill, 907. Haricharan,
449a ; Nur-ud-din (Najib’s message to the Ruhelas and
Shuja in Sept. 1757), p. 20a.
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to enter into Ruhelkhand. So, 4000 Ruhela troops under
Mulla Sardar were quickly detached to oppose this enemy
force, and it seems that the other Ruhela chiefs also soon
after advanced to the Mulla’s support. Shuja-ud-daulah,
himself having crossed the Ramganga on a bridge ol boatsl
about the 1st November, hastened to Chandpur, 18 miles
south-east of Bijnor, and thence to the village of Haldaur,
10 miles due north of Chandpur, and here he encamped,
sending his advance-guard, 10,000 strong, under his two
Gosain commanders Anup Giri and Umrao Giri with instruc-
tions to attack the enemy wherever they could be found. All
of a sudden one day this force came upon the Marathas under
Govind Ballal, who, after plundering and burning a few
hundred villages of the modern Bijnor district and carrying
depredation as far as Najib’s bridge-head on the eastern bank
of the Ganga, were lying in security, absolutely ignorant of
Shuja-ud-daulah’s movements. Fatigued though the Naga
troops were by the whole night’s march, they attacked the
unaware Marathas with great vigour and determination,
routing them in an instant, slaying two to three hundred of
them and acquiring much booty and many prisoners. Over-
whelmed with shame, the aged Maratha commander hastily
collected his dispersed followers and took to flight towards
Hardwar. But missing the ford ina hurry, half the number
ol his troops and horses were drowned in the Ganga. After
enduring much misery and hardship, Govind Ballal with the
wreck of his once fine army, rejoined Dattaji at Shukartal.
Anup Giri, in exultant triumph, crossed the Ganga, with his
5,000 Nagas, by Najib’s bridge and joined the latter at
Shukartal, where about half a mile away from the Pathan
entrenchment, lie set up his own camp.2

1 Rajwade, Vol. I, 139. Sair, T. M., and Maadan say that
he had to halt for 4 months, which seems an unduly long
period of time. Nur-du-din, 25b; Gulistan, 56.

2 Govind Ballal’s letters, dated 4th and 7th November,
Rajwade, Vol. I, Nos. 140 & 141 ; Nur-ud-din, 26b ;
Haricharan, 499a & b ; Sair, Ill, 907 : T. M., 196b and
197a : Maadan, TV, 205b-206a.
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Elated at the success of his vanguard, Shuja-ud-daulah
pushed on to the bank of the river and halted there for some
days. The first thing that he did was to send an envoy to
the Maratha camp with a message that his sole object in
coming over there was to bring about a cessation of hostilities
and a peace of friendship between the combating forces. But
Dattaji does not appear to have made an encouraging response.
Meanwhile Hafiz Rahmat and other Ruhelas also arrived at
the river bank, and there was a strong rumour in the Maratha
camp that Shuja-ud-daulah was coming to attack Dattaji
from the side of the Ganga, while Najib was ready to issue
out and fall on him from the other direction, so that he would
be caught and crushed between two fires. This was enough
to frighten the common Maratha soldiers, who did not pause
to ascertain the authenticity or otherwise of the rumour, and
began to flee to places of safety. But Dattaji, a warrior to the
backbone, was not the man to yield to any such weakness.
He promptly brought back his dispirited fleeing troops in
order to make a firm stand against the odds. But the news
was utterly unfounded, for Shuja-ud-daulah was not ready to
take sides in the struggle. He was only against the total
destruction of Najib’s power. Accordingly from his campon
the left bank of the Ganga, he exerted himself to bring about
an amicable settlement of the dispute, offering his services to
mediate between the parties. It was proposed that Najib-ud-
daulah should pay an indemnity of twenty lakhs of rupees,
whereupon Dattaji should raise the siege and retire. But the
negotiations broke down, and the war continued.l

4. Dattaji raises the siege ; Shuja returns to Awadh

While the negotiations set 011 foot by Shuja-ud-daulah were
still in progress, news came that Ahmad Shah Abdali had
invaded the Punjab, and that its governor Sabaji, was in head-
long fight. Considering it humiliating to raise the siege without
extorting a war indemnity, Dattaji now made a last appeal to

1 Govind Ballal’s letter, dated 24th November, 1759,
Rajwade, Vol. I, Nos. 140, 146 ; T. Ahmad Shahi, p. 211b.
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his allies to hasten to Shukartal and directed Govind Ballal to
cross the Ganga and devastate Ruhelkhand so as to draw away
Hafiz Rahmat and other Ruhelas for the defence of their homes
and families and thereby dissolve their combination with Najib.
But Govind Ballal could not embark on this strategy, as there
was a strong presumption (about 28 November) that if he
started on this mission, Shuja-ud-daulah would cross over to
Shukartal and effect junction with Najib-ud-daulah. Then
came the alarming news that the Shah had occupied the whole
of the Punjab and Multan and annihilated the Maratha army
posted at the latter place. The deluge from the north-west
now appeared to engulf the imperial city, and Dattaji had
no option but to abandon the siege 011 8th December and
advance northwards to check the Abdali’s progress. Najib
was thus saved from ruin and Shuja-ud-daulah, whose
presence was badly needed in his own subahs in view of a
local Rajput rising therein, struck camp about the 10th and
hastened back to Awadh. Having crossed the Ramganga, he
reached Bilgram on 27th and entered Lucknowl on 29th
December, 1759.
5. The Prelude to the Panipat Episode
After a fortnight’s marches and counter-marches, Dattaji
met the Abdali reinforced by the Indo-Pathans Ol the field of
Bararighat, 8 miles due north of Delhi and just west of the
Yamuna, where lie was shot dead on 9th January, 1760, while
bravely leading his men on to a charge. The v. 'tor now placed
the widowed city of Delhi under his nominee Yaqub Ali Khan
and set his army in motion to drive Malhar Rao out of the
Doab and to prevent Surajmal from backing up the Maratha
cause in the north. This task having been successfully
achieved, the invader with his Indo-Afghan allies advanced to
Aligarh, captured the town and decided to canton there
during the summer and the rainy season in compliance with
Najib’s request, and the latter undertook to provide the expenses
of his army.

1 Govind Ballal’s letter, Rajwade, Vol. I, 146; Ghulam Ali,
Vol. 1, 99; Sair, IIl, 907 ;: T. M., 197a ; Maadan, 1V, 206b.
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The news of these reverses obliged the Peshwa to despatch
a huge force to repair the loss in the north, and the execution
of this difficult task was entrusted to Sadashiv Rao Bhau, the
victor of Udgir, in preference to Raghunath Rao who had
saddled the Government with a debt ol eighty lakhs during his
north-Indian campaign of 1757-58. But the general was not
supplied with an adequate army, nor with sufficient lunds.
Despite these serious handicaps he began his journey with high
hopes, and crossing the Chambal near Dholpur, halted on its
northern bank from 8th June to 12th July.

A final struggle being now inevitable, each of the two
parties began to beat up for allies. Ahmad Shah had already
written letters to all the important rulers of Rajputana and other
powerful Indian chiefs commanding their allegiance and request-
ing them to join him in a campaign of driving back the
Marathas, the enslavers of northern India, to their homeland
in the South. The Bhau’s agents also waited upon all the
Rajput Rajahs and non-Afghan Muslim chiefs with appeals to
make a common cause with the Marathas in their coming
contest against the foreign invader. But, although naturally
more sympathetically disposed towards the Marathas, they gave
evasive replies in view of the past Deccani record in the north
and decided to adopt the safe policy of neutrality till one of the
combating parties gained a decided advantage over the other
and it became imprudent for them to remain aloof in political
isolation for any length of time.

Shuja-ud-daulah’s place among the Indian rulers of the time
was unique. He ruled over a more extensive, fertile and
populous dominion, comprised as it was of two of the most
important Subahs ol the country, than that possessed by any
other prince, except the Nawab of Bengal, who was but a nomi-
nee and a helpless puppet in the hands of a foreign mercantile
community. His army was among the very best in the country.
It was composed ol two powerful elements, namely, the
Qjzilbasfies numbering six to seven thousands, most of whom
had once belonged to Nadir Shah’s forces and had subsequently
taken service under Safdar Jang, and the Naga Gosains, ten
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thousand strong, who were a race of most valiant and reckless
fighters, and whose leaders were popularly believed to be expert
in witchcraft and proof against bullets and cannon balls. His
artillery was unquestionably the best in the land, il we omit to
include the European guns recently introduced by the English
and the French, from the point of the quality, variety and
calibre and range of his guns and the efficiency of service. The
financial resources ofhis dominion were great, and to them was
added a well-filled treasury bequeathed to him by his father
and grandfather.  Shuja-ud-daulah’s father had ruled the
Empire as its Wazir for over five years, and this had supremely
enhanced the prestige of the ruler of Awadh to whom habitual
deference as to a superior was shown by most of the provincial
chiefs including Najib-ud-daulah. The Nawab of Awadh
therefore appeared to be a most valuable prospective ally,
only if he could be persuaded to interest himself seriously
in the approaching contest for supremacy. Hence each of
the two antagonists strained every nerve t» draw him over to
his side.

Even before he entered into the heart of Malwa, the Bhau
had issued clear orders to Govind Ballal to make every endea-
vour to persuade Shuja-ud-daulah to join him, and if he were
reluctant to take an active part in the war on their side, to
secure his neutrality at all costs. Realising that this object
could be gained only by a clever combination of force and
diplomacy, he ordered that as many boats as possible be
collected and a bridge thrown over the Yamuna near Etawah
so as to enable his army, upon their arrival, to quickly cross
into the Doab, interpose a wedge between the Afghan posses-
sions in the upper Doab and Shuja-ud-daulah and exert
military pressure on the latter and thus prevent him from going
ovci to the * reign invader, should he manifest any such inten-
tion. But Govind Ballal failed to carry out these orders owing
to rains which set in very early that year, and as a consequence
the Maratha diplomacy suffered from a serious handicap in-
asmuch as it had to function without being backed by force,
and as we shall see, it ultimately proved ineffective. On the
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other hand, the Pathans were highly favoured by the circum-
stances. While the Bhau was still south of the Chambal, and
Govind Ballal could not move out owing to early rains, Najib-
ud-daulah advanced to Etawah, captured Shikohabad and swept
away almost all the Maratha possessions in the Doab as
far as Bithur,1 near Kanpur, bringing thereby the territory
under the Shah’s influence in close direct touch with Shuja-ud-
daulah’s frontier in that direction. As Ahmad Shah himself
with all his force lay encamped at Aligarh, not far from the
western frontier of Awadh, the Afghan negotiations with Shuja-
ud-daulah had military sanction behind them and this was
one of the reasons why they proved successful in the end.

6. The Maratha Negotiations with Shuja-ud-daulah

As early as 28th April, 1760, the Peshwa wrote to Govind
Ballal expressing the hope that Shuja-ud-daulah would come
over to his side willy-nilly, when a strong Maratha force reached
Hindustan, and the very same day the Bhau sent him (G. Ballal)
orders to beat up for allies among whom was, of course, to be
included the Nawab of Awadh. It was impressed upon
Shuja-ud-daulah that their interests were perfectly identical,
that is, the saving of the country and the Mughal imperial
house from destruction at the hands of a greedy foreign
invader assisted by the Pathan traitors at home. Moreover,
the Marathas had been hereditary well-wishers and allies of
his family, there having existed great friendship between his
father and the Sindhia and Holkar chiefs, and the relations
between him and the Marathas, specially Malhar Rao Holkar,
were as cordial as could be desired. Shuja-ud-daulah was
further assured that after their victory over their common foe
the administration of the Empire would be carried on by
them jointly, (i. e, by Shuja and the Marathas). These
preliminary negotiations had been carried on by Govind
Ballal, but there was also a long direct correspondence
between the Bhau and Shuja-ud-daulah, and that Maratha
general on his arrival in Malwa sent a personal letter

1 Rajwade, Vol. I, 199.
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soliciting an alliance with the Nawab. Although Shuja-
ud-daulah was meditating to follow the policy of playing
with both the parties and,, joining neither of them.l yet
some time after he certainly became favourably inclined to
the Maratha alliance. Wishing the Bhau victory, he held
out hopes to the former that he would join him as soon as
the Maratha army arrived in his vicinity. Encouraged by the
response, the Maratha Commander-in-Chief despatched an
envoy of the name of Shamji Rangnath to the Awadh Court
to negotiate terms of the proposed alliance. But before this
envoy reached Lucknow, the Nawab had definitely expressed
his willingness to cast in his lot on the Maratha side on certain
conditions, which in his own words were : “Give me the
Wizarat and make Ali Gauhar Emperor. |If you write that
solemnly, then 1 shall come over to your side.” And we may
be sure that the Bhau gave the undertaking without hesitation.
But, meantime Najib-ud-daulah and Jahan Khan with their
troops pushed on to Bithur and the great military and diplo-
matic pressure from the Abdali shook Shuja-ud-daulah’s faith
in the Maratha alliance. Anxious to avoid the displeasure of
either party, he reverted to his original conviction, the harmless
path of neutrality, and abhorring the constant dinning by
envoys from the combating rivals, he left his capital in the
direction of Patna and gave out that he was going to join
Shah Alam. But informed of the Pathan military progress to
Bithur and nervous about the safety of his western frontier, he
returned to Lucknow and marched towards Qanauj so as to be
in touch with the proceedings of the Afghans in the near
vicinity of his frontier.

All this disturbed the Bhau beyond measure, and in a final
letter he stressed the hereditary friendship between Shuja-
ud-daulah and the Marathas, appealed to him in the name
of patriotism and loyalty to the Mughal throne to co-operate
with him in expelling the foreign invader who, in conjunction

1 Rajwade, Vol. I, 173, 174, 176, 179, 187, 189, 191, 196 and
199 ; Kashiraj, 5; Imad, 178-79.



80 SHUJA-UD-DAULAH

with the Indian Pathans, the long natural enemies to the
Awadh ruling house, was bent upon supplanting the Timurides
on the throne of Delhi, and once again promised solemnly to
install prince Ali Gauhar as Emperor and elevate him (Shuja-
ud-daulah) to Wazirship, if they were blessed with victory. He
explained that he did not mean to request the Nawab to join
him with his forces and take an active share in the approaching
battle : all that he desired was that the Nawab should lend
him his moral support, remain at his capital and not pay heed
to the enemy’s overtu